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FOREWORD FROM YOUR ELECTRONIC EDITOR 

 

What  an amaz ing body o f  work  accompl ished by  J.  G i lbert  Lay.   In 

today ôs  world  i t ôs  hard  to  imagine  what  i t  took  to  compi le  and type 

774 pages  of  data  fo r  the  Lay  fami ly.   Yes  there  a re  e r rors.   

Somet imes  he  typed (o r  had  typed)  whatever  was  g iven to  h im ï 

w i thout  ve r i f ica t ion.   And there  a re  p lenty  of  t ypographical  

e r rors .    

 

The  pages  here  I  have  scanned f rom h is  pr inted  book.   Once  or  

tw ice  I  added some indentat ions  to  c la r i fy  those  endless  FAMILY 

RECORD paragraphs  that  had no  punctuat ion.   And occas ional ly  I  d id 

correct  a  word  o r  two ( l ike  Geneology) ,  but  fo r  the  most  par t  

whatever  e rro rs  appear  here  were  in  Gi lbert ôs  publ icat ion.   Please 

donôt  ask  me to  make  genealog ical  co r rec t ions  to  th is  f i le .   I  hope 

i t ôs an accurate representat ion of  Gi lbe rt ôs work .    

 

Your Elect ron ic Ed ito r,   

 
Donna Hocking



88  

 

ARKANSAS 

 

JESSE DUNCAN LAY was born in Kentucky in 1811 ;   marr ied Susannah 

Douglas  and they l ived in Scot t  County ,  Tennessee ,  when the 1860 

Census was taken .   I t  l is ts  h im and h is  fami ly a t  that  t ime .   He   

was a son of  Jesse and Hannah Ba i rd ,  nee Lay .   She had formerly 

marr ied Louis Bai rd  and reared th ree sons .   Af te r Bai rd 's  death ,   

she marr ied Jesse Lay .   He is  presumed to be a son of  John and 

Martha Lay ,  emigrants f rom Canada into the val ley of  V i rg in ia at  

the c lose of  the French and Ind ian Wars that  was set t led by  the 

peace of  Par is  in 1763 .   These o lder Lays  served in the 

Revolut ionary War and Jesse La y  was an of f ice r under General   

George Was hington .   He d ied befo re the Pens ions were granted to    

the Vete rans of  the Revolut ionary War,  so we do not  have a  

record of  h is  serv ices .   Jesse Duncan La y  lost  a  son Z immery Lay    

in th e Civ i l  War .   He d ied in o r nea r Barbourv i l le ,  Kentuck y, on   

o r about  M arch 19 1862,  of  Chole ra Morb is .    

  

We have the fo l l owing record  of  Jesse Duncan Lay  up to the t ime  

he removed into Mar ion County,  Arkansas,  w here he Homesteaded L a nd 

(160 A)  on Panther and Water Creek .   F i led June 18 , 1878,  Cer .  No.  

1943 ;   Appl .  No.  3 22l ,  by A c t  of  Congress o f  Ma y 20,  18 62.    

 

 

ñAFFIDAVIT OF CLAIMANT  

In Dependence  Cases .  

 

Execut ing  th is  af f idavi t ,  the c la imant  is  re quested to read care -  

ful ly  the ins t ruct ions on the back , and confo r m thereto in every 

part icu1&r so fa r as the facts wi l l  a l low .   
  

Publ ished b y  Char les and Wil l iam  b.  K in g,  No .   916 .   F Street ,  

Wash ington,  d.  C. ,  to  be used in the preparat ion of  supple mentary 

ev idence in c la ims fo r pension .    

 

STATE OF  Arkansas    )   

                              ) 

COUNTY OF Marion    Searcy  )   

 

     In the mat te r of  t he Pens ion Cla im of    Jesse  D.  Lay    Father , 

o f  Z imry  Lay ,  la te of  Co .   G.   7   Regôt ,   KY.  Vols . ,  pe rsonal ly  came  
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befo re me,  a Notary Publ ic ,  in and for the afo resa id County and 

State ,  the c la imant  Jesse  D.  La y ,  who,  be ing du ly sworn,  decla res 

that  he is  the c la imant  in the above - descr ibed cla im, and h is  Pos t  

Of f ice address in     B runo        ,  County of       Mario n           .               

State of      A rkansas   ;   tha t  he was a re s ident  of  Scot t  County   .   

Tennessee in March 1862,  at  the t ime of  h is  sons death ,  that  the    .   

ma i ls  were  s topped,   that   Wi l l iamsburg,   Whit ley County,  KY .  was      

the ne arest  Post  of f ice regula r ly  supl ied by ma i ls ,  a d is tance of  .  

2 mi les ,   that  he c ont inued to res ide in  Scot t  County,  Tenn .   t i l l  .  

about  August  1864.  Then he res ided with in 2 mi les of  Water loo,  P.O . .    

Pulask i  County ,  Ky . ,  unt i l  June 1865,  then the war being over,   he    .   

re turned to Scot t  County,   Tenn .  P.O.  Winf ie ld ;   res ided th ere unt i l   

August 1867, then he went to Marion County Arkansas ariving there in   

January 1868,  having no setled place during the last named i nterval . 

H is  P.O .  the f i rs t  2 years in Arkansas f rom Jan .  1 868 to  Dec.  1 870,   

Was Rol l ing Prair ie Arkansas .  The n Yelv il le Marion Co Ark, was his   

P .O.  f rom  70 to 1884,   then for th ree years to 1887 ,   he no set t led  

home s ince then Bruno Marion County Arkansas h e ve been his P.O.  to    

the present  t ime 1889 .                                                   . 

    He a lso states that  at  the t ime of  h is  Sons death   March 1862  ..   

family consisted of h imself  (Jesse  D. Lay ) h is wife (  Sussan Ann Lay )  

one son  Shelby Lay  e leven years old, he also sta tes that no one has  

been legal ly found to support h im that he was worked for h is l iv ing  

as best  he could wife  be ing now dead about  19 years .                 . . 

        

                               /S/    J .  D.  Lay                      . 

                                   S ignature of  C la imant . ò 
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Af te r the death of  Susanna Lay  in 1870,  Jesse Duncan Lay  marr ied 

Sal ly  Loggins .   She was the widow of  Majo r Log gins who was k i l led 

in the Civ i l  War .   She was Sal ly  Mul l ins  before marr iage ;   la te r 

Jesse Duncan Lay  was aga in marr ied to an Estes .   Jesse Duncan Lay ,  

d ied November 4,  1896,  wh i le  s t i l l  l iv ing on h is  ñWater Fal l ò fa rm 

in Marion County, Arkansas, where he had owned and operated a gr ist  

m i l l  a t  the fa l ls  on Water Creek .   He and Susanna are bur ied on the 

Home stead near the Water Fal ls .   She had ask tha t  they be bur ied 

there .    

 

Jesse D uncan and Susanna Douglas Lay had the fo l lowing ch i ld ren :  

was numerated in the 1850 Census)   Dav id ,  age 19 ;   Jesse  age 14 ;   

Hannah  age 12 ;   Wi l l iam M . age  9 Freder ick ag e 7 .   Two sons Z immery  

and Shelby Lay  who was born in 1851 are not  numerated .   (Z immery  

and Freder ick  may have been ident ica l . )  

 

Dav id Lay ,  recorded as the f i rs t  born in 1841,  marr ied (1)  El izabeth 

Ann Chi twood ,  (2 )  Martha Ch itwood  and (3)  Dol l ie  Thompson .   Jesse 

Lay ,  a Bapt is t  Min is ter ,  ca l led ñFight ing Je sse ,ò marr ied Delphie 

Murphie ,  whose  mother was a Cresel leus ;   Hannah Lay ,  marr ied Nelson 

Ch itwood  and Nancy Lay ,  another daughter marr ied Burnel l  Nelson ;   

Wi l l iam Mar ion Lay ,  marr ied Jane Ann Parsons ,  daughte r of  John 

Parsons ;   Freder ick Lay ,  no record ;   and Zimmery Lay,  d ied in Civ i l  

War .   David L ay ,  who was a son of  Jesse Duncan Lay ,  was th ree t imes  

marr ied .   Ch i ld ren :   

 

Andrew Lay ,  cal led ñBoone,ò born August  24 ,  18860,  marr ied Bel le  

    Grantham, born Oct .   6 ,  1861.    

Louis Ba ird Lay ,  who marr ied Sarah Keel ing . 

Jesse Lay ,  cal led ñJay,ò who marr ied Emma Grantham . 

Betsey Lay ,  who marr ied J .  T .  Thompson . 

Sarah Lay ,  cal led ñBuggsò:   marr ied Pr ice Pat te rson . 

Mary Lay  marr ied Wit t  Stevens . 

Barz i l la  Lay  marr ied James Moore.  

James Lay  marr ied Susan Garner .    

Thomas Lay  and  

Ju l ie  Lay .    

 

Andrew and Bel le  Grantham  Layôs ch i ld ren :  Wal te r ,  A r izona ,  Anna ,         

R i t ta ,  Dora ,  Jack ,  Doss  and Neley Lay . 

Wal te r  marr ied Anna Ke e l ing  and had these ch i ld ren :   

   V iva  marr ied Forest  Davenport  

   Jane  marr ied John Dotson  

   Dav id  marr ied Ina Mi l ler  

   Ste l la  marr ied Hugh Sh ipman  

   Flo ra  marr ied Rufus Cof fee  

   Faye  marr ied Omar Grey   

   Ozel la  marr ied W.  E.  El l is  
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Ar izona  marr ied Elwood Keel ing .    

R i t ta  marr ied C .  P.  Gra n tha m. 

Neley  marr ied Raymond V ia lant .    

Doss  marr ied Cinda Keel ing .    

Anna  marr ied L indley Keel ing . 

Dora  marr ied Ol ive r Raines .    

 

Jack  marr ied V io la Keel ing ;   ch i ldren :   

   a .   I rene  marr ied Flo yd Henly   

   b .   Eddyth  marr ied Wi l l ie  Rogers  

   c .   Jenn ie  marr ied Tom Yarbrough   

   d .   Ph i l l is ,  unmarr ied in 1967  

   e .   Jack son  marr ied Charl ie  Henley   

   f .   B i l l ie  Joe ,  unmarr ied in 1967 .    

 

Doss  and Cindy Lay  had these ch i ld ren :   

   a .   Jack  marr ied Ma ry Murd icean   

   b .   Bet ty  marr ied Lou T i l lman   

   c .  R ichard  marr ied Carol  Walker   

   d .   Barbara  marr ied A11en Horton .    

 

Jesse (Jay) Lay  (son of David ?);  marr ied 1881 Emma Grantham ;  

children :  Nobel ,  Laura ,  Ada ,  Maggie ,  Scot t .    

(1)   Nobel  Lay ;   m.  23 August  1905,  Lot t ie  Keel ing ;   ch i ld ren :   

    A.   Elnora Lay , b.  13 Nov .  1 906 ;   m.  Hugh Morr ison ;   ch i ld ren :   

        (1)   Hershel  Morr ison   

    B.   Loy A .  Lay , b.  3 Apr i l  1910 ;   m.  Jewel  Homer ;   ch i ld ren :   

        (1)  Donald Lay   

        (2)   R ickey Lay   

        (3)  L inda Lay   

        (4 )   Robert  Lay  marr ied Barbara Hol land ;   chi ldren :   

            a .   Tracy Lay   

        (5)   Ronald Lay   

    C.   Mav is Lay , b .  22 Feb .  1908,  d.  young .    

    D.   Kenneth Lay , b .  2 Nov .  1912;   m.  Arco Jenk ins ;   chi ld ren :   

        (1)   Lar ry Lay   

        (2)   Denny Lay   

    E.   Ar l ie  D.  Lay , b .  20 Nov .  1 914;   m. Eura MacE1roy ;   c h i ldren :   

        (1)   Helen Lay , m. J im Hayse  (?)   

        (2)   Carolyn Lay   

    F.   Ozel la  D.  Lay , b.  26 Jan .  1 917;   m.  Robert  Reynolds ;   

ch i ld ren :   

        (1)  Lavena Reynolds  

        (2 )  Ralnurn ie (?)  Reynolds   

    G.  Vonc ie Lay , b .  9 Oct .  1 918;   m. Jack Kemp ;  ch i ld ren :   

        (1)   Wanda Joe Kemp . 

    H.  Opal  Lay , b .  26 May 1921 ;   m.  Dee Morr ison ;   chi ldren :   

        (1)  Sharman Morr ison  
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        (2)  Darlene Morr ison   

        (3)  Frank ie Morr ison   

        (4 )  Sandra Morr ison   

    I .  Vo nda Lay  b.  31 May 1926 ;   m.  Clyde Thomas ;   chi ld ren :   

        (1)  Darre l l  Thomas   

        (2)  Cherre l l  Thomas   

        (3)  Carro l l  Thomas   

    J .   Nobel  E .  Lay , b.  16  Aug .  1 930 ;   m.  Shi r ley Horn ;   ch i ld ren :   

        (1)   Marla Lay   

        (2)  Garland Lay   

        (2)   Laura Lay , m. Wil l iam Cooper ,  2/  Richard Lay   

        (3)  Ada Lay , m. Reuben Taylo r   

        (4 )   Maggie Lay , m. Raford Keel ing   

        (5)   Sco t t  Lay , d.  unmarr ied  

 

James Lay  (son of  Dav i d );   m.  Susan Garner ;   ch i ld ren :   

    (1)  John Lay  marr ied Bel le  Stevens ;   ch i ld ren :   

    A.   Heste r (?)  Lay ;   m 1/Floyd Mi l ton ,  2/  Frank Burns ,  3 /  

Howard Br ight ful  

    B.   Vert ia  Lay , m. Ben Davis   

    C.   Louise Lay , m. Earl  Boatwr ight   

    (2)   Mary L ay , m. Frank Parks   

    (3)  Nancy Lay , m. Harvey Keel ing   

    (4)   Betsey Lay , m. Jonas Thompson   

    (5)   Sarah Lay , m. Pr ice Pat t ison  (?)   

    (6)   Zul la  Lay  m. J im Moore .    

 

Louis Ba ird Lay  (d.  1 938,  age 84 years)  and Sarah E .   Keel ing  Lay's  

Ch i ld ren  (marr ied in 1881) :    

    (1)   Sanford Lay  remained unmarr ied  

    (2)  Vena Lay  marr ied Dee Baker   

    (3)  David Lay  marr ied Ess ie Mat lock ;   chi ld ren :   

    A.   Claude Lay   

    B.  Sybel  Lay   

    C.   Gladys Lay   

    D.  A lam Lay   

    (4)   Stanley Lay  married Hatty Yarbrough  in 1910 ;  both killed in 

c ar  wreck Nov .  10,  1952 ;   ch i ldren :   

    A.   Wi l lard  marr ied Louisa Dewit t ;   ch i ld ren :   

        (1)   Joan ,  marr iage unknown  

        (2)  Ruby marr ied George Gr i f fen   

        (3)   Joyce  marr ied Wil lard Beckham  

        (4 )   Jewel l  marr ied Brownie D i l lman .    
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    B.  Gerald  marr ied Lora ine Combs ;   ch i ld ren :   

        (1)   Harry Lay   

        (2)   Je r ry Lay   

        (3)   Kenne L .  Lay   

        (4 )   Saret ta Lay .    

    C.   Robert  marr ied Alm a Cannon ;   ch i ld ren :   

        (1)   Cindy Lay   

        (2)   Bobb ie Lay   

        (3)   Pat r ica Lay   

    D.   Kenneth  marr ied Anna  m. Sel ls ;   ch i ld ren :   

        (1)   Susa n  Lay   

        (2)  Lou Ann Lay   

        (3)   Kendra K .  Lay   

    E.  Ruby,  marr iage unknown .   

    F.   Joyce ,  marr iage u nknown .   

    G.   J uel l ian ,  marr iage unknown .   

    (5)  El i jah Lay  marr ied L i la  Davis ;   chi ldren :   

    A.   Jef f ie  marr ied Magdel ine But le r   

    B.  Marvel la  marr ied Jack Cox   

    C.   Deon marr ied Melv ia Moore   

    D.   Fredd ie  marr ied Wilma Beal .    

(6)   Thel ia  Ann Lay  marr ie d  El i jah Wilson .    

(7)   Jul ie  Lay ,  marr iage unknown .   

(8)   Thomas Lay ,  marr iage unknown ;   b.  1842.   (See Sharps County,    

. . . . . . . A rkansas Census Records for 1870 -- th is  Vol . )   

 

Will iam Marion Lay , son of Jesse Duncan Lay , married Mary Jane Parson ,  

Ju ly 28,  1804,  in Scot t  County ,  Tennessee .   and they removed into 

Searcy County ,  Arkansas .   She was a da ughte r of  John Parsons  who 

taught  school  near Cumberland Gap,  Tennessee .   The i r  chi ld ren were :   

Shelby ,  Jesse R . ,  Dr.  James ,  R ichard  (Dick) ,  Nancy  and Al ice  Lay .    

    (1)   Shelby Lay  marr ied Nancy Henley ;   chi ld ren :   

    A.   Chauncy P .  Lay  marr ied Cordel ia  C .  Chaney ;   ch i ld ren :   

        (1)   Fenton  marr ied Loyd Smi th   

        (2)   Chauncey A .  who marr ied Margaret  Eagle  and Ed ith  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .Thompson ;   ch i ld ren :   

            a .  James Nobel  Lay   

            b .   Sylv ia Lay   

        (3)   Nancy Bel le ,  marr ied Joe Mayes .    

    (2)   Jesse R .  Lay  marr ied Dora Payne ;   chi ld ren :   

    A.   Jesse Lay ,  Jr .   d ied young  

    B.   Howa rd Lay  m. Anna  m. Moore   

    C.   Jane Lay   

    D.   Thelma Lay  

    E.   Ear l  Lay  m. Mi ldred Mi l le r ;   chi ld ren  

        (1)   Carl  E .  Lay  (K i l led in Korea)   

        (2)   V ina Lay .    
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    (3)  Dr.  James Lay  marr ied Cena Baker ;   chi ld ren :   

    A.   Howard Lay   

    B.   Dan ie l  Lay  

(4 )   Nancy Lay ,  d ied unmarr ied  

(5)   A l ice  Lay marr ied Fate Ra inbol t   

(6)   Richard Lay  (Dick ) married Almedia Rainbolt  and Laura Cooper ;  

ch i ld ren :   

    A.   Homer Lay  marr ied Jewel l  Sanders   

    B.   Clyde Lay  marr ied Col l ie  McKee  end had these chi ld ren :   

        (1)   Clyde J.  marr ied Creat  Morr ison   

        (2)   Paul ine  marr ied Orvi l le  Col l ins   

        (3)   Bet ty Lou  marr ied Burt  Lewis   

        (4 )   B i l l  F .  marr ied Sue Wilke rson   

        (5)   Jesse R.  marr ied Peggy Wal lace   

        (6)   Ruby Jean  marr ied Seth Mitchel l   

        (7)   Anna Louise  marr ied Ba i ley Shea   

        (8)   Margaret  Ann ,  marr ied Jer ry Reed   

        (9)   Je r ry Dean ,  unmarr ied  

       (10)   James ,  unmarr ied .    

       (11)   Tommie D. ,  unmarr ied  

       (12)   Donald R .  Lay ,  unmarr ied .    

    C.   Floy Lay  marr ied Henry Brown .   

 

Nancy Lay ,  daughter of  Jesse Duncan Lay ,  marr ied Burnel l  Wi lson ;   

ch i ld ren :   

(1)   Mat thew Wilson   

(2 )  Sco t t  Wi lson   

(3)   John Wilson   

(4 )   Sus ie Wilson   

(5)   Wi l l iam Wilson   

(6)   Mar ion Wilson   

 

Hannah Lay ,  daughte r of  Jesse Dunc an Lay ,  marr ied Nelson Chitwood . 
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SHELBY LAY, a medic ine docto r,  son of  Jesse Duncan Lay ,  was  

born in 1852 and d ied in 1918 ;   bur ied in Ever ton Cemetery near  

Everton ,  Arkansas .   He m. 1 /  Margaret  Younger ,  daughte r of   

A lex Younger  and a near  k in to the Younger Brothers of  Missour i .    

Shelby Lay  m. 2/ Victoria Bishop , April 6, 1915 .  Children [of  Margaret ] :   

Wi l l iam K . ,  Floyd ,  Baty ,  Maude ,  Lucy Ann ,  Eldred V. ,  and  

Lawrence Lay .     
  

WILLIAM LAY , was born Sept .  2 4 ,  1871;   m. Laura Adams , Aug .  17,   

1893.   The ir  ch i ld ren :  Ambrose , b.  May 16,  1894,  m. Dexte r  

Kete r  and Ver da Cot ton .   Ambrose and Dexte r L ay had son,   

Wi l l iam Kel ly  Lay , b .  Mar .  3 0 ,  1920,  m. Lorene Bel l ,  they had  

two sons :  Robert  and Wil l iam Lay .   Ambrose and Verda Lay had   

one daughte r,  Doris  Lay .    
  

Ezra Lay ,  son of  Wi l l iam , b.  Apr .  4 ,  1897,  m. Ruby Wilson  on            

Apr .  2 5,  1922,  one son,  Wil l iam Kelse Lay , b.  Mar 29,  1926 .    
  

Leona Lay ,  daughte r of  Wi l l iam,   b .  Nov.  9,  1902,   d .  Apr .  1 8,   

1937 , m. Arthur Massey  (dates not  given) .    
  

Clev ie Lay ,  son of  Wi l l iam, b.  Mar .  4 ,  1905.  
  

Brisco Lay ,  son of  Wi l l iam,  b.  Mar(?)  5,  1914,  m. Lorene McMurry ,   

one daughte r,  Frank ie Jean , b.  July 1,  1938 .    
  

LAWRENCE LAY, m. 1/  L izzie  Sasser ,   2 /  Berta Bai ley .   No  

ch i ld ren by f i rs t  marr iage .   By second marr iage :  Margaret  m.  

Robert  Young ;   Ruth  m. Ed Slobby  (?)  [ Stable r ] ;   Rober t , m.  Marjo ry 

K iphart ;   Mary K  m. P.  Hol l ingswor th ;   Frances ,  unmarr ied.  
  

ELDRED V.  LAY, b.  Feb .  15,  18 83, m. 1/  A l f reda Land is  on Feb .  2 1,   

1909,  chi ld ren :  Madge , b .  Feb .  1 1,  1910;   Dav id Shelby , b.   

Dec.  2 4,  1912 ;   Madge Lay  m. Dav id Rurake ;   David Shelby Lay  m.  

Ka ty Carmody ,  one son,  Dav id C .  Lay .).   Eldred V .  Lay  m. 2/   

L i l l ian Hensley ,  two ch i ld ren :  Lov ie  a n d Shelby Kenneth Lay  m.  

1 /  Patr ice Wilson ,  one daughte r :   L inda Kay Lay .   He marr ied 2/   

I rene Wesner ,  ch i ld ren :  Kenneth J. ,  Bonn ie M .,  Judy F. ,   

M ichael  T. ,  and Patr ick  Lay .    
  

FLOYD LAY, m. Nannie Pyle .   Ch i ld ren :  Omar ,  Garr ison ,  Zimmery ,  

Lesl ie ,  Ruby ,  who marr ied Cheste r Ely ;   Norvel la  m. Orbra Wil l iams .    
  

MAUDE LAY, m. Dr .  A lbert  El ton .   Af ter operat ing a hospita l  in  

New Hope,  Arkansas ,  they removed to At lan ta,  Georg ia,  where  

they d ied .   
  

BATY LAY, marr ied 1/  Luc inda Dav is ,  2/  Less ie Sasser .   Ch i ld ren :   

Isom , V incent ,  Obrey ,  Ef f ie ,  Merta ,  Iula ,  and Dor is  Lay .   V incent   

Lay  m. Ola Overturf f ,  ch i ld ren :  Leste r , m.  Max ine Sev i l la ,  ch i ld ren :  

Lar ry ,  R ichard ,  Glen ,  Lou Ann , Louise ,  Karan ,  and  

Kevin Lay .   Some of  these Lay fami l ies removed into Oklahoma where  

de s cendants  s t i l l  res ide .    
  
LUCY ANN LAY, m. Granv i l le  M. Taylor  in 1903 .   Ch i ld ren (some of   

them l ive in St .  Louis , Mo.):   Guy,  Chleo ,  Calv in ,  Counc i l ,   



96  

 

JESSE LAY, son of  Jesse Duncan Lay ,   b .  March 21,  1837,   d .   

Ju ly 10,  1919.   Bur ied near Winf ie ld,  Tennessee.   He m. Delpha  

Murphy ,   b.  Apr i l  29,  1839,   d.  Sept .  30,  1917 .  His  

ch i ld ren were :  

¶ Sarah  Lay,  age 4 ,  in 1860 ,  she late r m. Wil l iam Hamby ;    

¶ Lewis  Lay,  age 3,  in 1860 ;  

¶ Andrew  Lay,  age 2,  in 1860.    

 

They were l iv ing in Scot t  County,  Tennessee ,   

where Jesse Lay was local ly  known as "F ight ing Jesse" and   

a l though an o rda ined min is te r of  the Gospel ,  he was known  

as a real  characte r to  deal  wi th.   Many are the s tor ies  

re lated about  h im for h is  un ique act ions .   He had great   

f is t - f ight ing ab i l i ty  and undaunted courage.  He,  be ing  

of  an honest  and upr ight  characte r,  expected everyone e lse  

to  be l ikewise .   Upon one occas ion,  whi le  conduct ing  

re l ig ious serv ic es in a count ry church bu i ld ing,  a la rge  

c rowd had assembled and f i l led the house to i ts  capaci ty.    

During the t ime of  p rayer ,  someone le t  a l i t t le  d og in  

the house and i t  came up to the f ront  where Jesse was knel t   

in  p rayer and he reached out  and caught  the dog by the  

th roat  and be ing so earnest  in h i s  prayer and so long,  he  

choked the dog to death before he was through pray ing.   At   

another t ime,  he was r id ing th rough a smal l  community town  

enroute to h is  appo intment  to  p reach on a Sunday when some  

heck le r s tand ing on a st reet  corner began to make fun of   

h im.  Jesse stopped h is  horse and t ied i t  to  a h i t ch rack  

and admin is te red a sound " l ick in g"  to the cu lp r i t  and  

p roceeded onto h is  se rv ices.   He was a farmer  a long with  

h is  p rea c h ing as he had to support  h imsel f  and h is  fami ly.   

One day wh i le  he was work ing in the f ie ld h is  w ife ,  Delph ia,   

came runn ing down to the f ie ld where he was work ing a nd to ld  

h im some man had come to h is  house cla iming to be Jesus  

Chr is t  H imsel f .   As she was f r ightened about  i t  and at  the  

man Jesse t ied up h is  team and went  back to the house with  

her .   Sure en ou gh there was the man standing in the yard.   

He was b ig a nd bur ley but  Jesse sa id to h im, "So you cla im  

to be Jesus Chris t ,  do you?"  The man sa id he d id .    "Wel l ,  "  

Jesse sa id ,  " I  am go ing to give you a good wh ipp ing and i f   

you real ly  a re Jesus,  i t  won' t  hurt  you because you won' t   

fee l  i t ,  and i f  you are not  Him you need a good wh ipping  

anyway."   So he proceeded to g ive the man a good wh ipp ing.   

Th is ,  by no means,  exhausts the unique inc idents that   

occurred dur ing h is  l i fe t ime in the minis t ry.  We do not   

have a c omplete record of  h is  fami ly .   
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ELIJAH LAY , son of  Jesse  and Hannah Lay  and a brother to   

Jesse Duncan Lay ,  was b .  June 1,  1813,  d .  Nov.  25,  1885.   

He marr ied Jane K itchens  b.  Oct .  24 ,  1814,  d.  Jan.  1,  1901.   

A personal  note in a Deed t ransact ion of  land sold in 1858  

by Jesse Lay .  Sr . ,  and wi fe ,  Hannah Lay ,  says,  "on account   

o f  El i jah Lay  being the i r  be loved son" sold l and to El i jah  

Lay for " the support  of  each of  them" (Deed Book No.5,   

page 40,  Whit ley Co. ,  Ky. ) .   We have the record of  two  

sons,  Lewis Lay  and Jesse W. Lay  b .  Apr.  12 ,  1839,  d.  

June 10,  1889.   He m. 1 /  El izabeth  Perk ins  and 2 /  Jane  

S i lcox ,  chi ldren:   Lewis Mi l la rd ,  Peter ,  and Mary Ann Lay  

who marr ied Sherman Smith .   The recor d of  Pete r Lay is  

unknown.   

 

Lewis Mi l la rd Lay m. Margaret  Lawson .   They had a son:  George Flem 

Lay .  m. Nann ie Taylo r ,  ch i ld ren:  

 

1 . Lewis E.  Lay ,  b.  Jan.  8 ,  1 896,  m. 1 /  Minn ie McFarland and 

2 /  Ludie Herre l l . 

2 . C lyde  Lay  m.  Ida Golden . 

3 . Gert ie  Lay  m.        Golden.  

4 .   Bert ie  Lay  m.       McFarland.  

5 . Laura  Lay  m.       Lawson.   

6 . Minn ie  Lay  m.       Wynat t .  

7 .   Bob Lay  m.       Barton.   

8 . C laude  Lay  m.       Smith.   

 

Lewis E.  Lay  and Ludie Harre l l  had these ch i ld ren:  

 

1 . Howard Lay   m.       R ichert .  

2 . Euna  Lay  m.  Wi l l ie  Hays.  

3 . Edna  Lay  m.  Jesse Dees.  

4 .   Myrt le  Lay  m. Arthur McKeenah.  

5 . Jenn ie  Lay  m.       Garr ison.   
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ARKANSAS 

MARIQN COUNTY, ARKANSAS.                     Land and Court Records 
 

Land Deed  
            Verda Cot ton Lay  and Vi rgin ia Cot ton Buckner  to Den is  
Barhham  Augus t  19th . ,  1963  
  

Land Patent  
            Jesse D Lay  June 18th. ,  1878 rec ieved a Patent  fo r  
160 A.  of  Land Panther Fork of  Water Creek f rom the U.S.  Govern -  
ment .  C er .No# 1943 ;   App' l  No # 3221.  R,B Hayes,  Pres ident  of  the  
Un ited Sta tes.  "To secure Home Stead to actual  set t le rs of  a pub -  
l ic  domaine"  Act  of  Congress Mar .  20 th. ,  1862.   
            James E Lay  granted Homestead No # 16717 ;   Appl .  No#  
25289,  fo r 157 A.  October 3rd . ,  1905.  T .R Roosevel t ,  Pres ident  of   
Un ited Sta tes.   
  

Estate Record  
            Shelby Lay  Adm. fo r E state of  A lexander Younger ,   
se lects J .  Lay ,  N.H.   Lay to appra is  value  of  sa id estate.  (Th is   
Alexander Younger  was Shelby Lays father in Law)  
   

Cr iminal  Court  Record.   
            W.F.  Lay,  was cleared in Cr iminal  Court  on charges he  
c arr ied a concealed weapon.  Wm. L ay  was a lso c leared on charge  
on sale o f  a p is to l .   
   

Partat ion o r Equity Sui t .  
            Februa ry 3rd . ,  1903.  Plant i f fs :  B.F.  L ay  (Baty) ;    
B.E Estes ;   A lexander Younger ;   J.G.  Park  and J .R Lay .  Defendants ;    
Joe Stark ;   James Lay ;   Dav id Lay  and Wm. M Lay .  Suit  f i led by Shelby  
Lay.  Verd ict  re turned in favor of  defendants,  he i rs  of  Je sse D Lay .   
   

Wil l  Record.  
            W.M. Lay,  deceased,  Wife Laura (Adams) Lay .  He i rs   
were the chi ld ren, -  Ambrose C Lay ,  Ez ra E Lay ,  Jewel l  B r isco ;    
and grand son Wm. Kel ly  Lay .  Oct  30th. ,  1944.   
   

Deed Record  
            March 23rd . ,  1950.  Ambrose C L ay ,  h is  w ife  Verda  
Lay ;   Ez ra B Lay ,  h is  wi fe  Rub y Lay ;   Jewel l  Br isco Lay ,  h is  w ife   
Mar ian Lay ;   Wi l l iam Kel ly  Lay .  h is  w ife  Lorene Lay ;   Laura Lay ,   
nee Adams, the m other and wife  of  Wi l l iam Lay ,  deceased.   
  

Land Transfer .   
            Laurence Lay  and Berta (Ba i ley)  Lay ,  H and W.;  
Wi l l iam Lay  and Maude El ton  to Albert  El ton ,  1912;   Wi l l iam Lay  to   
L .H.  Davenport  1907 ;   Shelby Lay  to M.M. Wickersham  1909 ;   Floyd  
H.  lay  and M inn ie Lay ,  H .and W. ;   to  Wil l iam M lay  1920;   V ict -  
o r ia J Lay,  fo rmerly V ic tor ia J B ishop  wife  of  Shelby Lay  1923.   
(Shelby Lay  deceased) ;   Baty F Lay ,  w ideror  to  Wil l iam Lay  
1920;   E.  V .  Lay  and L i l l ian Lay  H .and W.,  to  Wi l l iam Lay  1920;    
Maude Lay El ton ,  formely Maude Lay,  he ir  o f  Shelby Lay  1920  
(She was a daughte r of  Dr Shelby Lay )   
   

Power of  At ty .  
            J.G.S Lay  o f  Ch icago,  I l l ino is ,  a bachelo r,  appo ints  
James C Lay  of  Gray Lake,  Lake County,  I l l ino is  to  se l l  p roperty  
in Mar ion County,  Ark. ,  Nov .  28th. ,  1901.  Thomas F Lay ,  d ied on  
Feb 1?th 19??.  
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JAMES LAY 

son of Bartley Lay 
 

JAMES LAY, b .  27 Oct .  1828,  d.  19 Jan.  1 888,  near  Dub1en,  Ark. ,   

son of  Bart ley  Lay ,  marr ied th ree t imes : 1 /  Mary Thompson ,   

2 /  El izabeth  Thompson,  and 3/   27 Oct .  1847,  Mary  Roady.   He served  

in the Uni on Army dur ing the Civ i l  War and Late r moved to Ark. ;    

ch i ld ren:  Wi l l iam L. ,  Thomas A. ,  John Perry ,  Flora ,  L i l l ie ,   

Charles Robert ,  Harlow Bart ley ,  Mel inda Ann ,  James S . ,  Emily J. ,   

Nor man W.,  Baz lee .   

 

FAMILY RECORD: 

 

Wi l l iam Loren zo  Lay ,   b .  1 Nov.  1866,   d .  1 Dec.  1866.   

 

Thomas A. Lay ,   b.  8 Dec.  1868,   d.  9 Oct .  1954 ;   m. Fann ie Dodson ;   

ch i ld ren:  

1 .   Av ie  Lay  

2 .   V i rg ie  Lay  

3 .   Coy  Lay,  m. Ida Lancaste r  

4 .   Ruth Lay  m. B i l l  Fox  

5 .   Martha  Lay  

 

John Perry  Lay ,   b.  16 Ju ly 1867,   d .  18 Sept .  1870 ;   unmarr ied.  

 

Flora  Lay ,   b .  26 De c .  1870,   d .  15 June 1932 ;   m. Davey Horn ;   ch i ld ren:  

1 .   Cora Horn  

 

L i l l ie  Lay ,   b .  16 Dec.  1872 ;   m. Henry Fox .  

 

Charles Robert  Lay ,   b .  22 Dec.  1874,   d.  10 Oct .  1891 ;   unmarr ied  

 

Harlow Bart ley  Lay ,   b.  3 Jan.  1877,   d.  18 June 1897 ;   unmarr ied  

 

Mel inda Ann  Lay ,   b .  27 Nov.  1878,  m. Press Cummins ;   chi ld ren:  

1 .   V ic tor Cummins   

2 .   Del i lah Cummins   

 

James S idney  Lay ,   b.  21 Oct .  1881,   d.  19 Jan  __  ;   Del la  Denton ;   

ch i ld ren:  

1 .   Ear l  Lay ,  m. Jess ie Henderson ;   c hi ldren:  

     (1)    James Al ton  Lay m. Wanda Henderson .   

     (2)    Ernest in e Lay m. Preston Lawson . 
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2 .   Mar ie  Lay m. Ray Brooks .   

3 .   Luc i l le  Lay .  unknown.  

 

Emily Jewel l  Lay .  b .  12 Mar .  1883 ;   m. Joe Pumphrey ;   ch i ld ren:  

1 .   0 la Pumphrey   

2 .   Howard  Pumphrey  

3 .   Jean  Pumphrey  

4 .   Cla rence  Pumphrey  

5 .   Ol ive r  Pumphrey  

6 .   Mary  Pumphrey  

 

Norman Wesley  Lay ,  b.  2 Apr i l  1884 (o r 1885),  d.  1885.   

 

Baz lee  Lay ,  b.  7  Oct  1887 ;   m. Grace  Pumphery ;   ch i ldren:  

1 .   Wesley  Lay ,  m. Juan ita Del l ;   ch i ld ren:  

    (1)   Charles  Lay  

    (2)   Phi l  Lay  

 

Ear l  Lay ,  m. u n known  

 

ASHLEY COUNTY, ARK. 

 

Marr iages :  

 

Charles  Lay ,  age 21,  to  L i l l ie  Couch ,  Parkdale,  Ark. ,  31 July 1929.   

 

BENTON COUNTY, ARK. 

 

Marr iages :  

 

Evelyn Mae  Lay ,  Nowata,  Okla. ,  to  Jesse Anderson ,  7  March 1953.   

Luc ius  Lay ,  of  Miss iss ipp i ,  to  Joseph ine Slocum , 4 Nov.  1921  

L.  M. Lay ,  Locust  Grove ,  Okla. ,  to  Minn ie Lay ,  Locust  Grove ,   

20 March 1950.   

Orv i l le  W.  Lay ,  age 60,  of  Miss . ,  to  Mrs .  Sal ly  E.  Mitchel l ,   

age 48 , 29 Nov.  1916.   

Ruby Clara  Lay ,  to  Roy E.  Wilson  of  Jopl in ,  Mo. ,  12 Aug: 1950.  

Wil l iam P.  Lay ,  to  Nancy Ann Smith ,  24 Nov.  1872.   

 

BOONE COUNTY, ARK. 

 

Marr iages :  

 

C laude  Lay ,  Bel l fonte,  Ark. ,  to  Sarah Rober ts ,  11 Oct .  1913.   

Dan Lay ,  to  Mi l l y  Chism , both of  Harr ison,  Ark. ,  22 Jan.  1893.   

Edward  Lay ,  to  Bonn ie Mar iea ,  6 June 1939.  
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Harold  Lay , to  Wanda Plumlee ,  28 May 1957.   

John  Lay ,  Bruno,  Ark. ,  to  Bel le  Stevens ,  1 June 1904.   

Shelby  Lay , (Dr . )  to  V icto r ia B ishop ,  31 Mar.  1915.   

Wi l l iam  Lay ,  Fresno,  Cal i f . ,  to  I l la  Jean Wages ,  28 May,  1946.   

 

CONWAY COUNTY, ARK. 

 

Marr iages :  

 

A l len  Lay ,  age 33,  to  Sarah C.  Caudel ,  30 Dec.  1866.   

Ear l  Lay ,  ag e 19,  to  Bess ie M. Wood , 6 Nov.  1942.   

Harr ison  Lay  to Nancy Donelson ,  18 June 1865.   

Howard Norman  Lay ,  age 20,  to  Jess ie Louise Scroggens ,  17 (?)   

Oct .  1945.   

E.  B.  Lay ,  Pope Co. ,  Ark. ,  to  Mrs .  Lula Reed ,  17 Feb.  1909.   

J .  C.  Lay ,   L i t t le  Rock,  Ark. ,  to  Martha Massey ,  13 Feb.  1904.  

L i l l ian  Lay ,  age 16,  to  Earl  Poteet ,  11 March 1933.   

L indon M.  Lay ,  age 20,  to  L i l l ian Lee R ichardson ,  14 Sept .  1929.   

Thara  Lay ,  Appel ton,  Pope Co. ,  Ark . ,  to  Emma Loveland ,  25 June ,   

1921. 

 

CLARK COUNTY, ARK. 

 

Marr iages :  

 

A.  O. Lay  to S.  K.  Moore ,  6 Nov.  1876.   

Byron  Lay  to Lora Hughes ,  9 Aug.  1922.   

Edward  lay  to Grac ie Taylor ,  5 May 1923.   

George  Lay  to Cora Tesdel l ,  9 Feb.  1899.   

Harr ison P.  Lay  to Nancy Haygood ,  6 Jan.  1867 .   

Wi l l iam  Lay  to Ide l la  Learners ,  20 Dec.  1932.   

 

Census :  

 

1870:  

ANDREW LAY, 25,  b.  A la.   

MARY LAY, 27,  b.  A la.   

Wm. LAY, 2 ,  b.  ARK. 

ZACHARIAH LAY, (34) ,  A la. ;   El iza ,  28 (?) ,  La. ;   A l ice  12 (?) ,  La; 

James ,  5 ,  La. ;   Wi l l iam  6 Mo. ,  Ark.  

 

1880: 

ALFORD LAY, 23,  Ala. ;   Susan , 23,  Ark. ;   James H. ,  2 ;   Thress ie ,  1 mo.  
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LAY - -  ARKANSAS 

 

Clarke County,  Arkansas                                         Marriages  
  

Harr ison P.  Lay and Nancy W. Haygood ,  January 6,  1867 ;   A.  O. Lay  

and S.  K .  Moore ,  November  6 ,  1876 ;   George  Lay and Cora T isdel l ,  Feb -  

ruary 9 ,  1899 ;   Wi l l iam  Lay and Idabel le  Lennons ,  December 20 ,  1932 ;    

Byron  Lay and Lora Hughes ,  March 27 ,  1923 ;   Ed Lay and Grace Taylo r ,   

_____ 5 ,  1923 ;   Joe Mike  Lay - ???  

 

 

Hot  Spr ings County ,  Arkansas          Court  Records & Marr iages  

 

Arv in  Lay of  Garland County,  Arkansas to Dortha Jones ,  Apr i l  6 ,  1932;  

 

Ed Lay was a witness in State of  Arkansas Versus George F aulkner ,  

1932. 

 

 

P ike County ,  Arkansas                                      Marr iages  

 

Pearl  Lay and Jesse Stracener ,  September 2 ,  1917;   W. J.  Lay and Kate  

Smith ,  Dec ember 3 ,  1901 ;   L .  J.  Lay and Del la Ward ,  September 23,  1897 ;    

(L . J.  Lay was f rom Clarke County,  Ark. )   

Mrs .  Martha Rel la  Lay to John T.  Echols ,  November 5,  1905 ;   Mat te  Lay  

to  J.  D .  Brewer ,  March 15,  1903 ;   El l ie  Lay  to John Howard ,  August  7 ,   

1905 ;   Mont ine  Lay to Arnet  Duggan ,  October 17,  194 6 ;   Stephan Pat  

Lay  

to  Sharon J.  McDonald ,  Apr i l  19 ,  1969.   

 

 

Nashvi l le ,  Howard County,  Arkansas                      Marr iages  

 

A.  G. Lay,  28,  Howard County,  to  Ess ie Webb , 18 ,  December  12,  1907 ;    

Wi l la rd  Lay ,  23,  P ike County,  to  Jess ie Floyd ,  18,  October 25,  1913 ;    

Dewey Lay,  18,  P ike County,  to  Flo r ida Wilson ,  16,  September 23,  1917;    

Ot is  Lay,  21,  P ike County,  to  Wil l ie  Gal l ighy ,  18,  Apr i l  12,  1919 ;    

Dewey Lay,  24,  Howard County,  to  Nann ie White ,  22,  October 10 ,  1923;  

Wil l iam  Lay,  23,  Howard County ,  to  Hazel  Reeves ,  21,  November 11,  1935;  

Perry G.  Lay to Wanda Harr ison ,  Apr i l  15,  1949 ;   Jack Lay  to Bet ty  

Wisdom , May 10,  1944 ;   Garland Webb  Lay to Sarah H.  B isswel l ,  August   

11,  1946;   Bascom  M. Lay to Grace L.  Wi l l iams ,  Apr i l  12,  1942 ;   Jessie   

Lay to  Laraine Clements ,  December 1,  1953.   

 

Jackson LeRoy  Lay,  b.  May 20th. ,  1889 ;   d .  Aug.  26 1951 and Wil l iam  

A. Lay,  b.  Jan 15th . ,  1889 both U.S .  Sold iers are bur ied  in the Nat -  

ion al  Cemetery in L i t t le  Rock,  Arkansas.  
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CHICOT COUNTY, ARK. 

 

Marr iages :  
  

W. H.  Lay ,  age 51,  Tyro,  L inco1n Co. ,  Ark . ,  to  L i l l ian Hart ,   

age 38,  Lake Vi l lage,  Ark. ,13 4pr i l  1932.   

 

 

Legal  Records :  
  

19 June 1833,  WM.  H. LAY was granted P.  of  A.  in in terest  of   

John Mitchel l  & : Co. ,  by James  Bla in ,  act ing J.P .  
  

March 1870.   JOHN F.LAY  of  St .  Louis Co. ,  Mo.   Deed.  Date  

of  note 1875.   Sale of  land fo l lowed.   
 

11 May 1871.   JOHN F.  LAY of  St .  Louis Co. ,  Mo.   Trustee fo r  

Anna M. Di l ls .   Deed to C.  W. and Kat ie  Smal l .   
  

14 May 1877.   JOHN F.  LAY, St .  Louis Co. ,  Mo. ,  and Wife ,  

L izz ie  P .  (Hornbeck) ,  Deed to Jas .  S.  Jet t .   

 

 

DESHA COUNTY, ARK. 

 

Marr iages :  
  

Adnee Lay  to Perc y Stevenson,  5 July 1923.   

Champ Lay  to Mar tha  Evans,  11 Jan.  1887 .   

Champ Lay  to Ida  House,  30 Oct .  1896.  

Champ Lay  to Clay  Hawk ins ,  29 Dec.  1903.   

Green  Lay  to Mary  Smith ,  29 May 1859.   

Hat ty Mae  Lay  to James  Fox,  20 Sept .  1937 .   

Henr ie t t a (Watson)  Lay  (Mrs. )  to  T .  C.  Chandler ,  17 Mar .  1892.   

Lula  Lay  to Elez Stubbs ,  11  Mar .  1905.   

Martha  Lay  to Jordan  Harmon, 12 Apr .  1855.   

Mary  Lay  to George W.  Gr i f fe th ,  29 Jan.  1868.   

Mary Jane  Lay  to Raymond  Deaton,  6 June 1960.   

Rosa  Lay (Mrs .)  to  Elz ie  Spurlock ,  27 Feb.  1924.   

Rex Lay  to Letha Arnold ,  5 May 1926.   

Wi l l iam  Lay  to Henr ie t ta  Wr ight ,  21 Dec.  1889.   

Wi l l iam Lay , Desha Co. ,  Ark. ,  to  V i rgin ia Wri t tenhouse ,  21 Jan.  1948.   

Wi l l iam T.  Lay  to Corylee  Carr ington.  4 May 1946,  by Letha  Lay .   

W. H.  Lay  to Bess ie Burroughs.  5 July 1935.   

Zack Lay  to L i l l ian  Powel l .  3 Oct .  1934.   

Zack Lay  to Inez  Conrad,  21 March 1948.   

 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

Desha County.  1850.  Green Lay,  age 20 l iv ing in Col l ins '  fami ly ;  
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E l izabeth  Lay ,   daughte r of  Wm. and Nancy  Lay,  .  Jo rd on Hamm. 

C.  C. Lay  m. March 6,  1897 ,   Nancy Lay ,  daughter  of  Wm Lay ;   one  

     daughte r,  Frances Lay m. John T.  Morgan.   

Nancy Lay  m. To m K ing ;   ch i ld ren: Thomas ,  J .  C. ,  Charles ,  Av is , 

     Wm. H.,  Elna ,  and Harrot t  K ing.   

 

U.  S .  Census :  

 

1860:  

 

H.  H. Lay,   age 30,   b .  Ga.   

Mary E.  Lay ,   age 23,   b.  Tenn.  Chi ld ren:  John ,  3 ;   C.  C.,  1 ;    

     b .  Ark. .   

 

DREW COUNTY, ARK. 

 

Marr iages :  

 

W. H. Lay ,   age 45,   to  Hat t ie  Caldwel l ,  Desha Co. ,  Ar r . ,  

     27 Jan.  1934.   

W. H.  Lay ,   age 52,   to  L i l l ian  Har t ,  L incoln Co. ,  Ark. ,   

     29 Aug.  1932.   

 

FAULKNER COUNTY, ARK. 

 

Marr iages :  

 

Cheste r  Lay   to  Genet ta  Shook,  16 June 1914.   

F .  S. Lay   to  Cassie  Duncan,  18 Feb.  1932.   

Jesse R.  Lay   to  Frances Lavel le  Bost ic,  7  March 1952.   

J .  W. Lay   to  Cleve  Jones ,  14 Oct .  1896.   

Sherman  Lay   to  Audrey  Lay ,  7  Jan.  1924.   

Thara  Lay   to  Emma  Loveland,  26 Jan.  1921.   

Wal te r  Lay   to  Bertha Permenter ,  6 Nov.  1928.   

 

Wi l ls :   

 

WILL IAM SPENCER LAY.  Wi l l  wr i t ten 4 Dec.  1930,  executed 18 Jan.   

1933;   names Dewey Lay,  Pete r  Lay ,  Cheste r  Lay,  sons ;  Fann ie  

Lay (Durham),  Martha Lay  (Gri f f i th ) ,  Beck ie Lay  and Aud ie  Lay  

(Bel l ) ,  daus .  Pete r Lay ,  Admsr .   

     (Dewey Lay marr ied Cord ia Brewer.)   

 

Census :  

 

1880 :  

LOU LAY, age 31 ;   Ida  Lay,  dau. ,  age 1,  born Ala .  
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FULTON COUNTY, ARK. 

 

Marr iages :  
 

Henderson  Lay ,  18,  V io la ,  Ark . ,   to  Edna  Cast leberry ,  age 20,   

     15 July 1896.   

Hubert  Lay , age 22,  Texas Co. ,  Mo. ,   to  Jul ie  Nagel ,  age 21,   

     29 Sept .  1928.   

Ima  Lay ,  age 23,  Shannon Co. ,  Mo. ,   to  Howard Deathrage ,   

     28 Jan.  1948.   

Loyd  Lay ,  age 22,  Win onna,  Mo.,  to  Bern ice  Browley,  4 Sept .  1930.   

Martha  J.  Lay  (Mrs.  David Lay ) ,  age 73,  Salem Mo.,   to  John R.   

     M i l ler ,  Salem, Mo.,  20 Feb.  1950.   

Vernon  Lay ,  age 2 7,  St .  Louis Co. ,  Mo. ,  to  Wil la  M . Stepp,   

     17 Nov.  1960.   

 

Census Record :  
 

1880:  
 

JOHN  LAY, b.  1836,  Tenn. ;   w i fe  Amanda Ch itwood ,  b.  1844,  Tenn. ;    

ch i ld ren: Beauregard ,  b.  1863,  Mo. ;   James ,  b .  1865,  Mo. ;    

Mart in ,  b .  1867,  Mo. ;   Wi l l iam  and Jackson  (Twins) ,  b .  1871,  Mo. ;    

Aaron ,  b .  1874,  Ark . ;   Henderson   b.  1878,  4 rk .   

     (Henderson Lay late r moved to Shannon Co. ,  Mo.)   

 

GARLAND COUNTY, ARK. 

 

Marr iages :  
 

Orv in  Lay ,  age 57,   to  Dorothy  James,  age 55,  11 Apr i l  1959.  

 

INDEPENDENCE COUNTY, ARK. 

 

Marr iages :  
 

S.  J .  Lay   to  Mar ie  Rogers,  11 Jan.  1889.   

Una Lay   to  Russel l  B rogdon,  7  Mar.  1929.   

Vada  Lay   to  Ardel  Sut ton ,  18 D ec.  1928.   

 

IZZARD COUNTY, ARK. 

 

Census :  
 

1870: 
 

JOHN LAY, 59,  Tenn. ;   Beulah ,  49,  Oh io ;   Harr ie t t ,  19.  Ark. ;    

George ,  18,  Ark. ;   James ,  16,  Ark. ;   Martha ,  13,  Ark. ;   Jul ianne ,   

12 ,  Ark . ;   Pheoby ,  8 ,  Ark .  
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R ichard and Sal ly  Ja i ret ,  born in Ga. ;    

Adam Lay,  12,  Saf rona  Lay,  10 ;   Jane  Lay,  5 ;   Susan  Lay,  c ;    

     Mary  Lay,  4 .   

 

JOHNSON COUNTY, ARK. 

 

Census :  

 

1870:  

DAVID H. LAY, 33,  b .  Tenn. ,  Rachel  P.  Lay,  27 ,  b.  A r k. ,  Laura   

Lay,  3,  b .  4Tk .   

  

1880:  

JAMES LAY, b .  1833,  Tenn. ;   w i fe ,  Mary  Lay ,  b.  1847 ,  Ky . (?) ;    

ch i ld ren: Thomas ,  b.  1868,  Ark . ;   F lo rence ,  b.  1871,  Ark. ;    

L i l l ie ,  1873,  Ark. ;   Char les ,  b .  1875,  Ark. ;   Harlow , b .  1877,   

Ark . ;    Mel inda ,  b .  1879,  Ark.   

 

MARTHA LAY, widow, b .  1845,  Tenn.  (husband unrecorded) ;   ch i ld ren:  

E l izabeth ,  b.  1868 ;   Young W. Lay,  b.  1873,  Ark . ;   Wi l l iam , b .   

1879,  Ark.   

 

WESLEY LAY, b.  1840,  Tenn. ;   w i fe ,  Mart h a ,  b.  1852,  Ar k . ;   ch i ld ren.   

James: Lay,  b .  1863,  Ark. ;   Hansfo rd ,  b .  1867,  Ark. ;   Wi l l iam, b.   

1869,  Ark. ;   John,  b .  1871,  Ark. ;   Be l le ,  b.  ,1874,  Ark. ;   Emily ,   

b .  1879,  Ark. ;   Ida,  b .  1875,  Ark.   

 

CHARLES P. LAY, b .  1854(?) ,  Ark . ;   w i fe ,  Sal l y  Lay,  b.  1850,  Ark. ;    

ch i ld ren: L i la ,  b .  1869,  Ark. ;   Hat t ie ,  b.  1870,  Ark. ;   Jesse ,   

b .  1878,  Ark.  (p robably Sharp Co.) .   

 

JAMES LAY, b .  1860,  Ark.  (P iney Twns.) ;   wi fe ,  Rebecca ,  b .  1860;  

son,  Rober t  Lay,  b.  1880,  4 ik .   

 

SCOTT W. LAY, b.  1847 ;   w i fe ,  Nancy Lay ,  b .  1854,  Ark.  (White Co.) .   

 

 

L INCOLN COUNTY, ARK. 

 

Marr iages :  

 

Beulah A .  Lay  to Wil l iam  Col l ins ,  9 Sept .  1901.   

Beulah A .  Lay  to Wil l iam  S impson,  21 Feb.  1909  

C.  C.  (Charles Chr is topher )  Lay  to Nancy  Lay (s is te r to  Wm. Henry   

     Lay ,  Jr . ) ,  6 Mar.  1887.   

Charles  Lay  to Beulah  Wilkerson,  11 Dec.  1898.   

Charley Lay  to Vi rg in ia  Carr ,  24 July 1936.  
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Chr is .  Lay   to  Creola  Carte r,  25 Mar .  1909.   

Fann ie  Lay   to  T .  L .  Brown, 12 May 1881.   

Rex Lay,  Jr .   to  Nora Evelyn  Lak in,  4 Oct .  1949.   

Rex Lay,  Jr .   to  Carolyn Ann  Berry,  3 Dec.  1962.   

Wi l l iam  Lay  (son of  ,  Wi l l iam Henry and Frances  Wi lke rson Lay)   to  

     Adnee Wel ls ,  23 Oct .  1890.   

Wi l l iam H.  Lay   to  Hat t ie  Humphreys,  26 4pr i l  1916.   

Wi l l iam Thomas  Lay  to Cory Lee  Carr ington,  6 June 1945.   
 
Cemetery Record,  Tyro Cemetery ,  L incoln Co. ,  Ark. :  
 
Wi l l iam Henry  Lay,  C.S.A. ,   b .  11 Mar .  1848,   d.  2 Feb.  1882.   

H is  wife ,  Frances A.  (Wi lkerson)  Lay,   b .  11 Dec.  1847,   d .   

26 Oct .  1925.   

Charley M.  Lay ,   b.  3 Apr i l  1878,   d.  19 Dec.  1900.   

Chr is  C.  Lay ,   b.  1861,   d .  1890.   

Frances  Lay,  w i fe  of  John Morgan,   b.  5 Nov.  1889,   d .  8 July 1963.   

Wi l l iam H.  Lay ,  Jr . ,   b .  1868,   d .  1943.   
 
These brothers f rom Miss.  in unmarked graves :  
 

Jo rdan Ed  Lay  ) Sons of  H.  H.  Lay ,   b.  Ga.  1830 and Mary E.  

Lay,   b .  Tenn.  1833.   (C.  C.  Lay m. Nancy  

Lay,  (daughte r  o f  W. E.  Lay ,  Jr . )  Mar .  6 ,  

1887 .  )   

Chr is  C.  Lay   ) 

John  La y       ) 

B i l l ie  Lay     ) 
 
  

L INCOLN COUNTY, ARK. 

 

Census Record :  
 
1880:  

WILL IAM H.  LAY, age 31,   b .  Ark . ,  parents  b.  Tenn. ;   Frances A.  Lay,   

age 32,   b.  Ark. ,  parents  b .  Miss. ;   Frances A. ,  age 13,  Wi l l iam H.,   

11;   Charles,  7 ;   Nancy,  6 .   
 
JOHN LAY, age 22,   b.  Miss . ,  parents  b.  Miss.  In home of  .James M.  

Wilkerson.  

 

LOGAN COUNTY, ARK. 

 

Census Record :  
  
1880:  

James  Lay,  ??,  B .  Tenn.   Father  b.  Va .  

Mary  Lay ,  33;   ch i ld ren: Flo rence ,  Thomas ,  L i l ly ,  Charles ,   

Mal inda  
 

L ITTLE RIVER COUNTY, ARK. 

 

Marr iages :  
 
J .  M. (Joshua Michael )  Lay   to  Nann ie  Kn ight  11 - 7 - 1912 

Nannie Maude  Lay   to  Jesse  Chauncey 7 - 9 - 1924 
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MARION COUNTY, ARK. 

 

Marr iages :  
 

Ambrose  Lay  to  Dexte r  Keete r , 5 Jan.  1917.   

Baty  F.  Lay,  Tomahawk, Ark. ,   to  Luc inda  Davis,  6 Mar.  1898.  

E ld red  Lay ,  Bruno,  Ark. ,  to  Al f re t ta  Landers ,  21 Feb.  1909.   

Floyd  Lay,  Bruno,  Ark. ,   to  Nannie  Pyle,  26 Nov.  1899.   

Heste r  Lay ,   to  B.  L . Burns ,  23 Nov.  1929.   

Lawrence  Lay,   to  Mal issa  Sass er ,  Bruno,  Ark. ,  9 Aug.  1901.   

Sarah Bel le  Lay ,   to  N.  M.  Cheek,  27 Feb.  1934.   

Wi l l iam M.  Lay,  Bruno,  Ark. ,   to  Laura  Adams, 17 Aug.  1898.   

 

Wi l ls :   
 

WILL IAM M. LAY  d.  IS Sept .  1944 at  Yel lv i l le ,  Ark . ,  age 70.   

Wi l l  names wife ,  Laura (Adams) Lay ;   ch i ld ren: Ambrose C.  Lay,   

Ezra E.  Lay,  and Jewel  Lay (Br ic o ) ;   grandson,  Wm. Kel ly  Lay;    

Laura  Lay ,  h is  w ife .   

 

NEWTON COUNTY, ARK. 

 

Marr iages :  
 

Chauncey  Lay,  Marshal l ,  A rk . ,   to  Margaret te  Eagle,  21 Dec.  1939.   

Nancy  Lay to J.  T.  Landers,  12 Dec.  1893.   

 

OUACHITA COUNTY, ARK. 

 

Court  Notes :  
 

LARKIN ADOLPH LAY, a minor of  L .  A .  LAY. Deed,  by Mrs.   

CAMILLA SLABlLER LAY, Guard ian ,  31 Aug.  1947.  Other O i l  and  

Gas leases held in t rust  in her husbands i nte rests of  L .  A .  LAY,  

deceased.  A dower .   

 

PULASKI COUNTY, ARKANSAS 

 

L i t t le  Rock,  Ark. ,  records the fo l lowing Lays.   
 

Bern ice  Lay  

C leo  Lay  

Dewey Lay  

E lo ise  Lay,  w idow of  Jack  Lay .   

Jackson O.  Lay  

James B.  Lay of  Je l l ico ,  Tenn.   

Lyndal  Lay,  son of  Cec i l  Lay ;   g .son of  Benjamin  Lay;   g .gr .s on of   

A l len  S.  Lay,  C.S .A.  C iv i l  War.   

Vernon  Lay  
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SALINE COUNTY, ARK. 
 

Marr iages :  
 
Bet ty Sue  Lay   to  Gordon.  C.  Brown, of  l . i t t1e Rock,  Ark. ,   

8  May 1943.   

Char les R.  Lay   to   B i l l ie  El l is ,  7  Feb.  1954.   

Ev ie  Lay   to  Wil l iam C.  Cason,  31 Jan.  1946.   

Jacque LaReah  Lay ,  age 22,  L i t t le  Rock Ark. ,   to  Wil l iam  Baugh,  

7  Dec.  1940.   

Lar ry B.  Lay   to  L i l a  K.  Decker ,  16 Dec.  1960.   

B i l l i e  Joe  Lay (Mrs .)   to  Arch ie F.  Crawford,  of  L i t t le  Rock,   

A rk . ,  16 Dec.  1941.   

Ruth M.  Lay   to  Doran W.  Buch ime, 22 Feb.  1963  

R.  A. Lay ,  age 45,  L i t t le  Rock,  Ark. ,   to  Mar ion  Reard ion,  28 Feb.  

1928.   

Thomas Arth ur  Lay   to  L inda Kay  Crowley,  12 Dec.  1945.   

Calv in Lee  Lay   to  Resie E.  Nobler ,  Mar .  12,  1950;  

James H.  Lay   to  Novel la  McCracken,  Jan.  16,  1946.   

W. A. Lay   to  Mrs.  Mary  Jackson,  Marr .  29,  1943.   

 

Census :  
 

1880:  
 
Wi ley Wood  and Sal l y  Wood, b .  Tenn. ;   ELIZABETH  LAY, 41,  s is te r ,   

b .  Tenn. ;  Columbus  Lay 17,  nephew, b .  Tenn. ;  Wi l l iam  Lay,  13,  n  

n ephew, Tenn. ;  Edward  Lay,  9 ,  nephew, Tenn.  

 

 

SEARCY COUNTY, ARK. 

 

Marr iages :  
 
A lonzo  Lay   to  Lora  Manuel ,  ,  22 Nov.  1909,  by B.  J.  Lay.   

Anderson  Lay   to  Emma  Gui l lman,  15 Jul  1916.   

Andrew  Lay   to  Jewel l  Sut t le f ie ld,  13 Aug.  1908.  

Arthur A.  Lay   to  Al ice  Dav i s ,  15 Jan.  1904.   

A.  D . Lay   to  Eura  McElroy ,  29 Jul  1938.   

Dav id  Lay  to Ru t h  Guinn (o r Qu inn ) ,  29 Sep.  1885.   

Doss  Lay   to  Cinda  Keel ing,  24 Dec.  1923.   

D.  L . Lay   to  Ess ie  Mat lock,  30 June 1908.   

Ed i th  Lay   to  Wil l iam  Rogers .   

E l len  Lay   to  R.  C.  Cypret ,  2 Dec.  1929.   

Fenton  Lay   to  Loyd  Smi th ,  23 Dec.  1933.  

Garf ie ld  Lay   to  Net t ie  K imbel l ,  19 Dec.  1908.  

George  Lay   to  Sarah  Cot ton,  26 Oct .  1911.   

Herman  Lay   to  Oma  Woods,  17 July 1920.  
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H.  C. Lay   to  Mrs.  Emma Terr i l l ,  27 July 1915.  

I .  W.  Lay   to  Rachel  E.  K imbel l ,  18 Apr i l  1904.  

James  A .  Lay   to  Mrs .  A.P.A . Fought ,  2 Aug.  1898.  

James Anderson  Lay   to  Josephine B.  Grantham, 31 July 1883,  

by Lewis Lay.  

James C .  Lay   to  Lora  Daupp,  15 Apr i l  1899.  

James M.  Lay   to  Winn ie  Kessner ,  27 Se pt .  1885.  

Jesse  Lay  ,  age 20,   to  Mary E.  Grantham, 23 June 1881.  

Jesse R.  Lay   to  Dora  Payne,  4 Apr.  1896.  

John  Lay   to  Anna  Pat te rson,  2 Oct .  1901.  

John L.  Lay   to  El izabeth  Kimbal l ,  11 Jan.  1902.  

John W.  Lay   to  M. E. P ie rce ,  29 Sept .  1896,  by John R.  Lay.  

John W. Lay   to  Nel l ie  Gass o way,  17 Apr i l  1912.  

John W. Lay   to  Mrs.  J.  A.  Roberts ,  30 May 1916.  

J .  B.  Lay ,  age 21,   to  Georgia R.  Mays ,  14 Apr i l  1893.  

J .  B.  Lay   to  I da  Grantham, 7 Dec.  1906.  

J .  W. Lay   to  Mary A.  Treate ,  24 Nov.  1917.  

J .W.N. Lay   to  Ciandy  May,  3 Feb.  1892.  

Lewis  Lay ,  age 25,   t o  Sarah E. Keel ing,  9 Oct .  1881.  

L .  M. Lay   to  Minn ie  Duncan,  20 May 1908.  

Mamie  Lay   to  V irg i l  Hightower ,  19 June 1923.  

Monte  Lay   to  Ada  Grantham, 28 J u ly 1914,  by J .  B.  Lay.  

Monte O.  Lay   to  Ber tha  Wil l iams,  18 July 1919.  

Nancy Bel le  Lay   to  Joe W.  Mays .  

Nora  Lay   to  Albert  Ragland,  2 Mar .  1927,  by El len Lay.  

Ora  Lay   to  W. W. McCarsen,  27 June 1923.  

Oscar  Lay   t o  Mrs .  Vana  Lay,  20 July 1917.  

Ozel la  Lay   to  Robert  Reynolds .  

Perry  Lay   to  Cadd ie  St i l l ,  14 May 1917 .  

Ret ta  Lay   to  C.  P . Grantham, 14 Apr.  1912.  

R.  A. Lay   to  Amanda  Rainbol t ,  18 Sept .  1899.  

R.  A.  Lay   t o  Lura  Cooper,  6 Mar.  1916.  

R.  C. Lay   to  L i l l ie  Mays,  7  Aug.  1914.  

Sanford  Lay   to  Ura  Fergerson,  20 June 1914.  

Stanley  Lay   to  Hat t ie  Yarbough,  23 Dec.  1910.  

S.  F. Lay   to  Berd ie  Woods ,  10 June 1909.  

Thomas  Lay  ,  ag e 27 ,   to  Mary E .  Rose ,  13 Sept .  1886.  

T .  S. Lay   to  Mrs.  M. E.  Rose,  8 July 1891.  

Wal te r  Lay   to  Al ice  Keel ing,  28 Feb.  1903.  

  

Some Lays in Searcy  County :  

  

George  and Sarah (Jackson)  Lay .  

Garf ie ld  and Net t ie  (Kimbel l )  Lay.  

Herman  and Nancy (Ford)  Lay.  
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J ohn W.  and Nel l ie  Lay .  

J .  R.  Lay ,  guard ian of  Dan  Lay.   

J .  W. and El len  Lay.   

Oscar and Varney (Hor ton)  Lay;  one  son,  Frank l in  Lay,  b .   

     28 Aug.  1918.   

Wi l l iam Mar ion  Lay d ied in Searcy Co. ,  11 Sept .  1916.   

 

Census :  

 

1860:  

MARY LAY, widow, b.  Tenn . (no age) .   

     GEO. W., 9;  JESSE or JASPER , age 7 .   

 

1870;   

REBECCA LAY, age 17;  May T.  Lay,  age 8.  L iv ing in Home of   

Roan  Moore .   

 

JOHN W. LAY, age 30,  b .  Tenn. ;  Martha  Lay ,  28;  ch i ld ren:  

James M. ,  7 ;  Luther H.  (Hansfo rd) ,  3;  Wi l l iam F . ,  1;   

Sarah A .  Lay ,  21 (p robably a s is te r) .   

 

WILL I AM LAY, 33,  b .  Tenn.  (b ro.  to  John W.) ;  Louisa  Lay,  27;   

Andrew J. ,  12;  Sarah J. ,  6 ;  Martha,  2 ;  Thadeus ,  age 27  

(b ro .  to  Wm.) ;  Robert ,  21 (b ro. ) .   

 

1880:  

WESLEY LAY, 40,  b.  Tenn. ,  parents b.  A la . ;  Martha Lay,  38,  b.  Ark. ;   

James ,  17 ;  Hansfo rd ,  14;  Wi l l iam, 11;  John ,  9 ;  Bel le ,  6;  Ida ,   

5 ;  Emil y ,  1.   

 

DAVID LAY, 46,  b.  Ky. ,  parents b.  Ky.  and Tenn. ;  Sarah  Lay,  15,   

dau. ;  El izabeth ,  9,  dau. ;  Andrew , 6,  son;  Sam , 4,  son.   

 

CHARLES LAY, age 23,  b .  Tenn. ,  fa ther by N.C. ,  mother b.  Tenn. ;   

E l la  Lay ,  b.  Ohio;  James  A. ,  3 mo.  

 

SHELBY LAY, 28,  B lacksmi th ,  b.  Tenn. ,  parents b .  Tenn. ;  Marg aret   

Lay,  31,  b .  Tenn. ;  Wi l l iam M .,  8;  Bet ty  [ Baty ]  F.] ,  7 , ;  Lucy  A . ,  4 , ;   

Flor ida  [ Floyd ]  N.,  2.   

 

Marshal l  Cemetery,  Marshal l ,  A rk . :   

 

George W.  Lay,  b.  6 - 26 - 1854;  d.  4 - 21- 1926.   

Arthur  Lay ,  b.  7 - 1- 1882;  d .  5 - 18- 1928.   

Mary C.  Lay ,  b.  1 - 9 - 1858;  d .  2 - 8 - 1932. 
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SEBASTIAN COUNTY, ARK. 

 

LORAIN (BELL) Lay,  school  tea c her,  w i fe  of  Kel ly  Lay,  Yel lv i l le ,   

A rk .  Two sons;  Bob  and B i l l  Lay at  Ft .  Smith ,  Ark.   

 

 

SHARP COUNTY, ARK. 

 

E lv ie  Lay ,  age 22,  Rol la ,  Mo. ,   to  Eldon  Appelby ,  17 July 1948.  

I ra  Lay ,  age 49,  Mammoth Spr ings ,  Ark . ,   to  Myrt le  Corder ,  age  

44,  15 Mar ,1951.     

Jewel l  LaVon  Lay ,  age 19,  Wil low Spr ings ,  Mo. ,   to  Wil l ie  W.   

Wi l l iams,  15 Mar.  1952.   

Louis  Lay ,  age 29,  Heber  Springs,  Ark. ,    to  Lois  Col l ins,  age  

17,  12 Jan.  1951.   

 

Census :  

 

1870:  

THOMAS LAY, age 28,  b .  Tenn. ;  Sarah  Lay,  25,  b.  Te nn. ;  Luc inda ,   

11;  Wi l l iam , 9;  Loyd ,  7 ;  Thomas,  5;  Henry ,  5 mo.  

 

1880:  

WILL IAM LAY, age 47 ,  b.  I l l . ,  parents b.  Ky. ;  Marg ie  Lay,  37,  

b .  Va. ,  parents b .  Va. ;  Grey P. ,  16;  Thomas E. ,  14;  John P. ,   

12 ;  Nancy J. ,  8;  Hannah ,  5 .   

 

DAVID LAY, age 43,  b.  Tenn. ,  parents b .  S.C. ;  Rachel  P .  Lay ,   

38,  b.  Ark . ;  Ef f ie  M. ,  7 ;  S idney ,  4 ;  Rosa ,  2;  Da isy ,  2 .   

 

CHARLES F.  LAY, age 35,  b .  Ark . ;  parents b.  Ark. ;  Sal ly  Lay,   

20;  Lula ,  11;  Hat t ie ,  5;  Jesse ,  3.   

 

 

STONE COUNTY, ARK. 

 

Marr iages :  

 

Loy A.  Lay .  age 25,  to  Jewel l  H ines ,  21 Dec.  1925.   

Raymond Lay ,  age 24,  of  Tenn . ,  to  Nora  Decker,  13 Apri l  1927.   

W. H. Lay ,  age 29,  to  Pearl  Lawrence ,  age 19,  27  

 

Deed:  

 

12 Sept .  1907,  ROBERT E.  LAY and wife  MARTHA  LAY. 
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VAN BUREN COUNTY, ARK. 

 

Marr iages :  

 

A.  B .  Lay   to  Ida  Bradfo rd ,  6 Nov.  1897.   

Cec i l  Lay   to  Reta  Pat ton,  27 Apr i l  1919.   

Charles F .  Lay   to  Rose  Jones ,  9 Oct .  1910.   

Charles F .  Lay   to  Sarah E.  Garner.  29 Aug.  1867.   

C.  F . Lay   to  Edna  French,  25 Aug.  1907.   

Dav id H.  Lay   to  Rachel  P .  B i l l inger,  25 Oct .  1866.   

Hard in P.  Lay   to  Bet t ie  Jacobs,  12 Nov.  1908.   

I rv in  Lay   to  Del la  Rainey,  8 Sept .  1907.   

John M.  Lay   to  El la  Pearson,  2 Nov.  1865.   

J .  C.  Lay   to  L i l l ian  Rud ise l l ,  26 Jan.  1898.   

R.  N. Lay   to  Ida  V ineyard ,  21 Oct .  1902.   

Sam H. Lay   to  Ann a E.  Fraz ie r,  1 Nov.  1899.   

Wayne Lay   to  Ruby Mae  Eubanks ,  20 May 1940.   

  

Court  Records:  

 

IDA LAY appointed Guard ian for Cec i l , A l len  and Frona  Lay,   

he i rs  of  A l len Lay in 1913.  Assigned by Harden P.  Lay .   

 

SARAH C. LAY, widow of  Al len S .  L ay ,  appo inted Guard ian for  

I rv in  La y,  Jenn ice  Maddox ,  w ife  Of  W. S .  Maddox.   

A.  B . LAY, wife  Ida.   

ALICE BRADLEY, wife  of  S.  E.   B radley.   

S.  H. LAY, E.  P. LAY, HORACE LAY and ANNA E.  LAY. S igned by  

Sarah C. ,  R.  P.,  Emma E.,  S.  H.  Lay,  H . B. Lay ,  and A.  B .  Lay ,  

20 Oct .  1900.   

 

Deed:  

 

FOUNTAIN LAY and PERMELIA J.  LAY, h is  w ife ,  6 Feb.  1875.   

HORACE LAY and LULA LAY, h is  w ife .  to  HARDEN P.  LAY, Jan.  190.   

 

Census :  

 

 

1850 --  Cadron Twns.   

#395.   JESSE LAY, 59,  Tenn. ,  farmer;  Susan P.  Mart in  Lay,  44,   

S.C. ;  Nancy,  15,  Tenn. ;  Dav id Hard in  Lay,  13,  Tenn. ;   

John M . Lay,  6,  Ark. ;  Char les  F .  Lay ,  5 ,  Ark .  
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#397 .   WILLIAM  LAY, 43,  Tenn. ;  Mary S.  Lay ,  37 ,  Tenn.  (Mary  

Bacon) ;  A l len  Lay ,  17 ,  Tenn. ;  El izabeth       Tenn. ;   

Emal ine ,  12,  Tenn. ;  Sarah ,  9 ,  Ark . ;  Martha ,  6,  Ark. ;   

Winf ie ld Scot t  Lay ,  4,  Ark. ;  Nancy ,  2 ,  Ark.   

 

1860 --  15 A u g.  1860,  P.O. Quitman :  

#239.   WILL IAM H.  LAY, 53,  Tenn. ,  fa rmer,  Real  Estate ,  $300.00,   

Personal  Property ,  $648.00;  Mary S.  Bacon Lay,  47 ,  Tenn. ;   

Emel ine ,  22 ,  Tenn. ;  Sarah,  19,  Ark . ;  Martha,  16,  Ark. ;   

Winf ie ld,  12,  Ark. ;  Nancy,  11,  Ark. ;  Wi l l iam L. ,  8,  Ark.   

 

ALLEN LAY, 27 Ark ;  Sarah,  20 ,  Ark.  

 

JESSE LAY; 62,  Tenn .;  Susan P . ,  50,  S.C. ;  Nancy,  25;  Dav id Hard in ,   

23;  John M. ,  17;  Charles F . ,  14 ,  Ark.  

 

1870:  

WILL IAM H. LAY, 52;  Mary S . ,  57;  Wi l l iam L. ,  18,  Ark.  

 

JESSE LAY, 73,  Tenn. ;  Susan P. ,  70,  Tenn. ;  Charles F . ,  25;  Sal ly   

Lay,  20;  L i la ,  2 ;  Helen  Brown, 16 ;  Mary  Garner,  14 .   

 

JOHN LAY, 28,  Ark. ;  El len (Pearson)  Lay,  27 ,  Tenn. ;  Mol l y ,  2 ;   

Franc is ,  1;  baby ( f )  3 mo.  

 

1880:  

JOHN M. LAY, 38,  Ark. ,  fa the r b.  Tenn. ,  mother b .  S.C. ;  El len  

Lay,  37,  Ark. ,  parents b .  Va. ;  Mary ,  14;  Fann ie ,  12 ;  Claud ia ,  10;   

Bess ie ,  8;  Annie ,  5 ;  Lesl ie ,  4 ;  Nel l ie ,  2.   

 

ALLEN S. LAY, 37,  Tenn. ,  parents b.  Tenn. ;  Sarah C. ,  w i fe ,  39,   

Ky. ;  Ben jamin ,  18;  Mary A. ,  18;  Hard in P. ,  10;  Samuel  H . ,  5;   

Horace B .,  4 .   

 

CHARLES F.  LAY, 35,  Ark. ;  Sal ly  (Garner) ,  30 Ark. ;  Lula,  11;   

Hat t ie ,  5;  Jesse,  3.   

 

WASHINGTON COUNTY, ARK. 
 

Marr iages :  
 

A.  P. Lay , Spr ingdale ,  Ark. ,   to  Louere  Sharp,  20 July 1930.   

James Wm. Lay , Spr ingdale,  Ark .   to  Mae Beth  Creech,  8 June 1956.   

Kel ly  Lay ,  Yel lv i l le ,  Ark . ,   to  Lorane  Bel l ,  25 May 1940.   

Mary El inor  Lay ,  Bentonvi l le ,  Ark . ,   to  Mart in  Johnson,  30 Sept .   

1933.   

Roy Lay ,  Corpus Chr is t ie ,  Texas,   to  Angie  Berry ,  13 Oct .  1939.  
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WHITE COUNTY, ARKANSAS. 

 

Marr iages :  
 
Het ty Mae  Lay ,  age 30,  Bald Knob,  Ark . ,   to  Ot to  Gal loway,   

22 Feb.  1934.  

Ic ie  Lay ,  age 19,  Heber Spr ings,  Ark. ,   to  Ste r l ing  Leigh,  

6  Feb.  1939.   

Inez  Lay ,  age 19.  Heber Spr ings,  Ark. ,   to  K.  C.  Love .  7  Dec.  1936.   

James F.  Lay ,  age 26,  son of  J o hn D.  and Mary (Scot t )  Lay ,   to   

Ludy  Rea.  age 26,  27 May 1920.   

V incie  Lay ,  age 23,  Stone Co. ,  Ark. ,   to  Thrulow  Kemp, age 30,   

23 Aug.  1954.    

W. S.   (Winf ie ld Scot t )  Lay ,  age 24,   to  Nannie R.  Stevenson,  age  

17,  14 Sept .  1870.   
 

Deaths :  
 
NANNIE A. LAY, widow of  Winf ie ld Scot t  Lay ,  d.  10 June 1947,  age  

94 years .   
 
JAMES F. LAY  le f t  legal  Curato rship to L i t t le  Rock Bank in favor  

of  h is  father John D.  Lay.   
 

Wash ington County,  Ark.  Land Records  
 
May 18th.  1896 -  Mrs .  Sarah A . Lay to Elwwod  Lay,  Mortgage with  

power to se l l  to  James H . McIvey (?)   
  
March 9th . ,  1900.  Land wi t h Q.  C. Deed.  Rebecca  Lay,  Harry B.   

Lay,  Frank  Lay ,  Pete r  Lay and wife  Emily  Lay.  se l l  to  Sarah E.   

Lay of  Brown County,  State of  Wis cons in .  
 

C leveland County  -  in Goodloe Cemetery  
 
John M.  Lay,  Cap' t . ,   b .  2 - 15- 1842;   d .  7 - 13- 1930  

Nel l ie  Lay,   b .  9 - 22- 1878;   d.  8 - 13- 1890  

Nel l ie  Lay,  b .  4 - 14- 1813;   d .  1 - 21- 1906  
 

C leveland County ,  Ark.  -  in Quit man Cemetery  
 
Wi l l iam Harden  Lay,   b.  11 - 1808;   d.  2 - 15- 1881 

Mary S.  Lay,   b.  7 - 7- 1811;   d .  9 - 22- 1887. 

Nancy E.  Lay,   b .  3 - 10- 1849;   d.  3 - 15- 187 ?  

Hel len Lay ,   b.  4 - 15- 1887.   
 

Faulkner County,  Ark. ,  Cemetery record (Hef f ington)   
 
Martha Lay ,   b.  1 - 17- 1885;   d.  8 - 12- 1952  

Fe te  Lay,   b.  1888 - - d.  1948  

John Spencer  Lay,   b .  4 - 20 - 1930;   d .  4 - 22- 1952  

Tony D .  Lay ,   b.  3 - 26 - 1934;   d .  9 - 26 - 1951 
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HARRISON P. LAY 

Clark  Count y,  Ark.  

 

HARRISON  P. LAY ,  a son of  Henry Harr ison  Lay ,  marr ied Nancy  

Haygood in Cla rk  Co. ,  Ark. ,  6 Jan.  1867.   He l ived and d ied  

near Amity.  Ark.   The ir  ch i ld ren were Isora  and Joseph .   

 

FAMILY RECORD:  

 

Isora Lay ,  m. John W.  Ponder .   

 

Joseph Lay ,  d ied Nov.  1903,  Clarksvi l le ,  Texas,  bur ied Coker  

Cem. near Amity;  m. R i l la  Ward;  ch i ld ren:  Byron,  Ho race and  

Gert ie  Alma Lay.   

1 . Byron  Lay,   owner of  Arkadelphia,  Ark. ,   s team   laundry;   m.   

9 Aug.  1922,  Lora  Hughes;  ch i ld ren:  

(1) Hugh  Lay  

(2 ) Wanzie  Lay  

2 . Horace  La y,  Rural  Mai1 Carr ie r,  El  Dorado,  Ark. ;   m.  B lanche  

Brown;  ch i ld ren:  

(1) Joseph Michael  Lay ,  m. Judy Ryb iske ;  ch i ld ren:  

A. Michael  Scot t  Lay  

(2 ) Steven Pat r ick  Lay,  un marr ied.   

3 . Gert ie  Alma  Lay,  m. Homer  L igon;  ch i ldren:  

(1) Everet te  L igon  

 

 

WILL IAM  LAY 

 

WILL IAM LAY, son of  El i jah  and El izabeth ( Ingrahm)  Lay and grand -  

son of  Zachar iah  Lay of  Georg ia was born in October 1854;  d ied  

January 3 ,  1925.  He marr ied Jul ia  A.  Kester ,  who was born  

October 9 ,  1864,  an d d ied December 24,  1950.  Ch i ld ren: Lo ice ,   

Eva Este l la ,  Dewey B. ,  Wi l l iam Ot is ,  Orven E. ,  Pearl ,  Winn ie L. ,   

Roy H.,  Troy B. ,  and Melv in  Lay.    Wi l l iam Lay l ived near Hot   

Spr ings,  Arkansas.   

 

FAMILY RECORD:  

 

Lo ice Lay,  d ied unmarr ied;   

Eva Este l la  m a rr ied Wil l ie  Boone;  

Dewey B.  marr ied F lo r ida  Wilson ( l ived in Oklahoma) ,   

Wi l l ie  Ot is  marr ied (1)  Wil l ie  Gi lgley ,  (2)  Margare t  F ie lds,  ch i ld ren:  

Wi l l iam J. ,  Floyd B . ,  Ot is  Jr . ,  Joyce ,  Lo is ,  Janice , Verneon ,   

Dorothy J . ,  and Floy  La y ;   The i r  record :  
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1 . James ,  m. Carmen  Reeves ,  ch i ld ren: Norma  and Joe ;   

2 . Floyd ,  m. Bay  Mitchel l ,  ch i ld ren: James,  V ick i ,  Debb ie ,  and Myra ; 

3 . J oseph L. ,  m. Ophel ia  Hol t ;   

4 . Henry J. ,  m.  Fern  Nace ,  ch i ld ren:  Frank  and Bobbie ;   

5 . Ot is Jr. ,  m.  Nora  St .  Johns,  ch i ld ren:  Dennece  and Sh ire l l ;   

6 . Joyce ,  m. Odel l  B ryant ;   

7 . Lo is ,  m. Harold  Carey;   

Vernon ,  Dorthy J . ,  and Floy  Lay a l l  d ied young and unmarr ied.   

 

Orven E.  Lay m. Bessie  Keste rson;   

Pearl  Lay m. Jesse  Stanchener ;   

Minn ie L.  Lay m. Kels ie  Mi l le r ;   

Roy H. Lay m. Verg ia  Keste rson;   

Troy B.  Lay,  d ied unmarr ied;   

Melv in  Lay m. Essie  Moore,  ch i ld ren: Vera Lee  m. Robert  J.  Duncan;  

Sh i r ley F.  Lay m. Orval  E .  Sanders.   

 

PHIL IP  and JOE  LAY were brothers to th is  Wil l iam Lay.  

 

 

ARKANSAS, HOWARD COUNTY MARRIAGES 

 

Wil l iam  Lay,  23,   to  Hazel  Reeves ,  21,  Nov 10,  1935  

Bascom  Lay,  31,   to  Grace L.  Wi l l iams,  21,  Apr i l  12 ,1942  

Jack  Lay,  26,   to  Bet ty  Wisdom, 26,  May 10,  1944  

Garland Webb  Lay,  23,   to  Sarah  Bissel l ,  18,  Aug.  31,  1946  

Perry G.  Lay,  27 ,   to  Wanda A.  Herr ison,  22,  Apr i l  15 1949  

Minn ie  Lay ,  17 ,   to  Kelso  Mi l le r ,  Jan 30,  1921 (dau.  of  W .H.  Lay)  
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ARKANSAS 

 

Wil l iam Spencer  Lay  

  

WILL IAM SPENCER LAY, son of  Peter  and Rebecca (Crowley)  Lay ,  came  

into Faulkner County,  near Mt .  Vernon,  Arkansas ,  f rom Wil l iamsburg,   

Kentucky .   He marr ied Mary  Ni les and they had these chi ld ren:  

Pete ,  Cheste r ,  Dewey ,  Louis ,  Fannie ,  Rebecca ,  Martha  and Audie  Lay.   

 

FAMILY RECORD:  

 

Pete Lay ,  m. Mary  White;  ch i ld ren:  
 

1. Leste r Lay  2. I c ie  Lay  

3. Louis Lay      4. Lorene Lay  

 

Cheste r Lay ,  m. Jenet ta  Schock;  chi ldren:  
 

1. Inez Lay  2. R. B.  Lay  

3. John Lay      4. Mac Lay ( female)  

 

Dewey Lay ,  m. Cord ie  Brewer ,  2/  Minn ie Lee  K ieth ly;  ch i ld ren:  
 

1. John S.  Lay  2. Tony Lay  

3. Mary Lay      4. Max Lay   

5. Louis Lay ,  m. Ruby Henson  

 

Fann ie Lay ,  m. Alex  Durham.  

 

Rebecca Lay ,  m. Emmett  K ieth ly.   

 

Martha Lay ,  m. 1 /  Harry  Knowles ,  2/  Charles  Cla rk .   

 

Aud ie Lay ,  m. 1/  Sherman  Lay (son of  Ste r l ing  and Mary Lay,   

daughte r of  Pete r  and Rebecca Crowley  Lay) ,  2/  Eugene Bel l .   

 

   (Ster l ing Lay was the son of  "Buckey"  Spencer and Jane Gibson   

   Lay .  Other ch i ld re n of  Ste r l ing and Mary Lay  

   were Bart ,  Lowel l ,  Nann ie ,  and L izz ie  who marr ied a  

   Stanfe l l ,  Adam and Everet t  Lay.  Nannie m. John  Tel l y   

   a t  Sweet  Water,  Tennessee.)   

 

- - - - - - - -  

 

   Bunes  Lay ,  son of  George  Lay,  marr iage unknown;  chi ldren:  

   Louis  m. 1/  Ruby  Henso n,  2 /  Louie  Col lens;  one daughte r,   

   Peggy ,  Max ,  John Spencer  and Tony  Lay .  
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John Lay  

 

JOHN LAY, son of  "B ig"  Jess ie  and Connie  Lay,  was marr ied in  

Campbel l  Co. ,  Tennessee,  to  Mary A . Scot t  in Apr i l  1882.   

They moved to White Co. ,  Arkansas .   Some of  the o lder ch i ld ren  

were born in Kentucky and others in A r k a nsas .   Ch i ld ren were:  

Wal te r ,  Jesse ,  Mary ,  Mat t ie ,  Helen ,  J immy F. ,  and Joseph ine .   

 

FAMILY RECORD:  

 

Wal te r Lay ,  m. Berth a  Permeter and l ived in Beebe,  Arkansas;  

ch i ld ren:  

 

1 . Wendel l  Lay,  unm arr ied.   

2 . Jesse R .  m. Frances  Bost ic;  chi ldren:  

(1) Patr ic ia  Lay  

(2 ) James  Lay  

(3) Pam Lay  

3 . James E.  Lay,  m. Emma Bradley ;  chi ldren:  

(1) James Lay  

(2 ) Kent  Lay  

(3) Rebecca  Lay  

4 . John Lay.  m. Claud ia  Goodman;  ch i ld ren:  

(1) Tim  Lay  

(2 ) Gerald ine  Lay ,  m. Harold  Rockley .   

 

Jesse Lay ,  m. Maggie  Paget t .  

 

Mary Lay ,  m. S .  W. Henry.  

 

Mat t ie  Lay ,  m. 1/  Press  Yeary,  2/  George  Henry.   

 

Helen Lay ,  m. James D.  Smith .  

 

J immie F.  Lay ,  m. Cleve  Jones .  

 

Josephine Lay ,  m.         _  .          

 

- - - - - - - -  

 

Wi l l iam Henry  Lay  

 

WILL IAM HENRY LAY, son of  Wi l l iam  and El izabeth  (Davay ?) Lay  

of  Georg ia,  was born 11 March 1848 in Ark a nsas .   He was in the  

C.S.A.  dur ing the Civ i l  and rece ived a bul le t  wound in  
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combat .   He later l ived in L incoln Co. ,  Arkansas .   Wi l l iam Henry   

Lay marr ied Frances  Wi lkerson and they had these ch i ld ren:  

Charley ,  Nancy ,  L izz ie ,  Fann ie  a nd Wil l iam H. Jr .   

 

FAMILY RECCRD:  (See a lso chapter on Abraham and Sarah Lay - -  

                  th is  Vol . )   

 

Charley Lay ,  m. Beulah  Wilkerson.  

 

Nancy Lay ,  m. Thomas  K ing.  

 

L izz ie  Lay ,  m. John  Morgan.  

 

Fann ie Lay ,  m. John  K ing.   

 

Wi l l iam Henry Lay Jr.  m. 1 /  1890,  Adnee  Wel ls ,  2 /  1932,  L i l l ian   

Hart ,  3/  1935,  Bess ie  Burroughs;  chi ldren:  

 

1 . ( "L i t t le")  Wi l l iam  Lay,  m. 1 /  Hat t ie  Humphrey,  2 /  Hat t ie   Caldwel l ;  

ch i ld ren:  

(1)  Hat ty Mae  Lay,  m. 1/  James  Cox,  2/  Carl  Snider .   

(2 )  Mol l ie  Lay ,  m. Carl  Newman.  

(3)  Ada  Lay,  m. 1/  Melv in  Pol la rd ,  2/  Carl (?)  F in ley .   

2 . Chr is topher  Lay,  m. Creola  Carter ;  chi ldren:  

(1)  Chr is topher Lay,  Jr . ,  m.  Louise  Smith ;  chi ld ren:  

A. Nancy Lay  

B. Glor is  J.  Lay  

(2 )  Marjo r ie  Lay ,  m. Jean  James.   

3 . Charley Lay,  m. 1/  L i l l ie  Couch,  2 /  V i rgin ia  Carr ,  3/  Marjo ry  

B ishop;  chi ldren:  

(1)  Charles  Lay ,  Jr . ,  m.  Paul ine  Wilkerson;  ch i ldren:  

A. Henry  Lay  

B. Freddie  Lay  

(2 )  A lv ie  Lay ,  m. Rose  Humphr ies ;  ch i ld ren:  

A. Alv ie Lay ,  Jr .   

(3)  James  Lay,  m. Mary Roberts ;  ch i ld ren:  

A. James Lay,  Jr.   

B. Lelah  Lay  

(4 )   Jack  Lay,  m. 1/  L i l l ian  Powel l ,  2/  Mar ie  Conrad,  3 /  Inez 

Conrad;  no ch i ldren.   

(5)  Frances  Lay,  m. John  Wi lkerson;  had f ive chi ld ren  
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(6)  Rex Lay,  m. Letha  Arnold;  ch i ld ren:  

A. Wil l iam T.  Lay .  m. 1/  Coy Lee  Carr ington ,  2/  V irg in ia  

Wr i t tenhouse.   

B. Rex Lay Jr . ,  m.  1 /  Nora Evelyn  Lak in,  2/  Evon  Ernest .  3 /  

Carolyn  Berry;  ch i ld ren:   
a. Bet ty Lou Lay  b . Charlot te  Lay  

c .  Rex Gaylon Lay  d . R icky Lay  

C. Mary  Lay ,  m. Douglass  Mal la rd .   

D. Alv ie  Lay ,  m. Glo r ia  Cunn ingha m. 

E. Thomas S.  Lay ,  d.  in infancy.   

F . Ceci l  Lay ,  d.  in infancy .  

G. Victor  Lay,  d .  in infancy .   

H. Matt ie  Lay,  d.  in infancy .   

I .  Este l l  Lay ,  d.  in infancy .   

 

John B.  Lay  

 

JOHN B. LAY, a nat ive of  Bradle y Co. ,  Tennessee,  was probably  

the son of  a Dav id  Lay .   Tradi t ion is  that  h is  father le f t  home    

one morn ing to f ind employment  and never returned nor was ever  

heard of  aga in.   Thomas O. Lay ,  a lso a son of  Dav id  Lay .   

John B.  Lay l ived in Mayse Co. ,  Oklahoma (see Oklahoma Record) .   

John B.  Lay wa s born 25 Jan.  1840.   He enl is ted in the 1s t   

Tennessee Cav.  Vol . ,  Union Army,  Civ i l  War ,  on 1 Mar.  1862,  a t   

Boston,  Kentucky .   He marr ied 1/  in Tennessee in the ear l y  

1860 's ,  Rebecca  Hicks ,  born 15 Jan.  1839,  d ied 21 Feb.  1882.   

Ch i ld ren by 1st  marr iage were : Joseph W. ,  Sarah E. ,  John A. ,   

Charles ,  Frank l in ,  Mary  and George .   John B.  Lay came into  

Pope Co. ,  Arkansas,  in Feb.  1882,  where he marr ied 2/  Emal ine  

Pr ince  (nee Freeman) who died in 189 8.   The i r  Ch i ld ren were :  

Cheste r ,  and Elg ie  Lay.   John B .  Lay marr ied 3 /  on 10 May 1901,   

in Pope Co. ,  Arkansas,  Mrs .  Joseph ine  Hardcast le  (nee Gent ry  of  

Wayne Co. ,  Missour i . )   The i r  ch i ldren were Robert  and Edna  Lay.   

Th is  John B .  Lay,  Old Sold ie r,  d ied 1 Sept .  1920,  and was bur ied  

near Russelv i l le ,  Arkansas.  

 

FAMILY RECORD 

  

Joseph W.  Lay ,  b .  7  Feb.  1860,  m. Savannah  Kendr ick;  ch i ld ren:  

1 . Wil l ie  E.  Lay m. 1 /  Letha  Radford;  2 /  Hazel  Wi lsh i re.  3/  Eva  

Cal dwel l .   

2 . Bennie Lay.  (? )   

 

Sarah E.  Lay ,  b.  1862,  m. Mr.  Manes . 
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John A.  Lay ,   b.  29 Feb.  1866,   m. Cynth ie  Casey;  chi ld ren:  

1 . Ceci l ia  May Lay,   m. Wil l iam  Hickman.  

2 . Nora A.  Lay,   m. Mr.  Guinn.   

3 . Marvin  Lay ,   m. Ethel  Pru i t t ;  chi ldren:  

(1)  L .  B .  Lay,   m. Bet ty Sue Love .  

(2 )  V irg i l  D.  Lay ,  m. Evelyn Da isy Wade.  

 

Charles  Lay ,  b.   23 May 1868;   m. Nancy  Smith - Hard in;  ch i ld ren:  

1 . Emmett  Lay,  d ied young.   

2 . Claude  Lay,  m. Sarah  Roberts ;  ch i ld ren:  

(1)  Lorene  Lay,   m. Rex  Sits ley.   

(2 )  Edward  Lay ,   m. Bonnie  Morr is .  

(3)  Modene  Lay,   m. C.  C.  Cooper .  

(4 )   Max ine  Lay,   m. Eugene  Dav is .   

(5)  Wi l la  Dean  Lay,   m. Leste r  Myers .   

 

H i ram Frankl in  Lay ,   b .  28 Apr i l  1870,  m. Mol ly  (Mat ty?)  Curry;  

ch i ld ren:  

1 . Rose  Lay,  d ied young.   

2 . John  Lay,   m. Delc ie  Bryant ,  ch i ld ren:  

(1)  J.  B.  Lay.   

(2 )  Truman  Lay.   

(3)  Norman  Lay.   

(4 )   Loyd  Lay ,   m. Nor ma Warwa(?) .   

3 . Bennie  Lay,   m. Luc i l le  McClain;  ch i ld ren:  

(1)  Paul  Lay,   m. Wanda  Harr is ;  chi ld ren:  

A. Paul   E.  Lay  

B. I la  M.  Lay.   

C. Betty C.  Lay.   

(2 )  Rodger  Lay,   m. Sue  Hi l l ;  ch i ld ren:  

A. Debb ie  Lay.   

B. Steve  Lay.   

C. Larry  Lay.   

D. Michael  Lay.   

(3)  I la  Jean  Lay,   m. Wil l iam  Anderson.   

(4 )   Mary Sue  Lay,   m. Kenneth  Rut ledge.   

(5)  Ben Lay,  Jr . ,   m.  Mof fet ta  (?) Leve l l .   

(6)  Inna Del l  Lay ,   m.  Tom  Cloude.   

(7)  El izabeth  Lay,   m. Wi l l iam  Col l ie .   

(8)  JoAnn  Lay,  m. Carol  Ingram (Inghram?).   

 

Mary  Lay ,   b.  28 Sept .  1873,   m. John  Bai ley . 
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George  Lay ,   b .  9 Nov.  1876;   m. 1/  Myr t le  B lackwel l .  2/  Lena (?)   

McEnt i re ;  ch i ldren:  

1 . Jack  Lay.   

2 . Theron  Lay,   m. 26 Jan.  1921,  Emma  Loveland.  ch i ld ren:  

(1) Ina Dean  Lay.   

(2 ) Vera Mae  Lay.   

(3) Ina Lee  Lay.   

(4 )  James Earl  Lay .   

3 . Hetty Mae  Lay.   

4 . Ruby Lay.   

5 . Elnora (?)  Lay .   

 

Cheste r  Lay ,  d ied young.  

 

E lg ie  Lay ,   m. Beth  Barker;  ch i ldren:  

1 . Ora  Lay.   

2 . Earl  Lay.   

3 . El la  Lay .  

4 . Clarence  Lay,   m. Emel ine  Stokes .   

5 . Alv ia  Lay,   m. Luc i l le  Mumford ;  chi ld ren:  

(1) Charles  Lay ,   m. 1960 , Jean  Branch.   

(2 ) Jerry  La y .   

(3) James  Lay.   

(4 )  Rickey  Lay.   

(5) George  Lay.   

 

Robert  Lay ,   m. Laura  Johnson.  

 

Edna  Lay ,   m. 1. \ /  Edward  Hi l l ,   2/  Joe  Hixon.  

 

Thomas C.  Lay ,  son of  Dav id Lay,   m. 1/  Martha  Mathews.  2 /  Regina   

Pet ty.   (See Mayse Co. ,  Oklahoma - -  th is  Vol . )  

 

 

Wi l l iam H. Lay  

 

WILL IAM H.  LAY,  b .  24 Nov.  1808,  in Knox County ,  Tennessee ,   

d .  15 Feb.  188 1,  whose father was a nat ive of  England and came  

f i rs t  into Vi rg in ia,  marr ied Pol ly  B . Bacon (b .  7  July 1811;   

d .  20 Sept .  1878) in Knoxv i l le ,  Tennessee.   He l ived in Rhone  

and Loudon Count ies in Tennessee ,  serv ing as both deputy and  

sher i f f  befo re he removed into Arkansas in 1839.   He f i rs t  came  

into Conway County  and by 1850 was l iv ing in Cadron Townsh ip ,  

Van Bu ren,  Co.   He and Pol l y  d ied in Q uitman,  Arkansas,  and  
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a re bur ied in the Cemet e ry there .   He was a member of  the  

Mason ic Lodge.   Chi ldren born to Wm. H.  and  Pol ly  B .  Lay  

were : Al len S . ,  El izabeth ,  Emel ine ,  Sarah ,  Martha ,  Winf ie ld  

Scot t ,  Nancy  and Wil l iam  Lay.  (Nancy Lay,  daughte r,   b.  Mar .  10,   

1849,   d.  Mar.  15,  1870.)   

 

FAMILY RECORD:  

 

1 . Al len S.  Lay,   b .  1833,  Tennessee,   m. 1/  Susan  Pearson(?) ,   

    b .  1841;  2/  30 Dec.  1866,  Conway Co. ,  Sarah C.  Caudel l ;   

    chi ldren by 1st  marr iage : Benjamin ,  Al ice  and Jenn ie  Lay;   

    by 2nd m: Hard in Power ,  Samuel  H. ,  Horace B. ,  and I rv in  Lay .  

(1)  Benjamin Lay ,  M.D.,  b .  1862,   m. Ida  Bradfo rd;  ch i ld ren:        

(Van Buren Co.)  

A.  Cec i l  Lay ,  served as Co.  Sheri f f ,  m.  Edna Pat ton ,  ch i ldren:  

(a)   Dal ton Lay.   

(b)  Lynn Lay.   m. Iona Crosby.   

(c )   Beuna ( ?)  Lay.   

B.  A l len Lay;  unmarr ied.   

C.  Frank Lay ,  unmarr ied.  

(2 )  Mary Al ice  Lay ,   b.  1864,  m. Hamp  Bradley.  

(3)  Jenn ie Lay,  m. W. S.  Mat tox .  

(4 )   Hard in Power Lay ,   b.  1870,  m. Bet ty  Jacob,  1908,  Van Buren Co. ;  

ch i ld ren:  

A.  V iv ian  Lay,   m. Howard  Lewis .   

B.  Wi l l iam Lay;  unmarr ied .   

C.  Wal te r  Lay ;   m. Let i t ia  Kendal l .   

D.  Vaughn  Lay;   m.  Luc i l le  _________.  

E.  Wayne Lay,  m. Louise  Hudson;  ch i ldren:  

(a)   Gary  Lay .   

(b)  Donnie  Lay.   

(5)  Samuel  Lay ,   b.  1874,   m. Els ie  Reed,  Nov.  1 ,  1899;  ch i ld ren:  

A.  Wal l ace  Lay m. Anna E.  Fraz ie r.   

(6)  Horace O.  Lay ,   b.  1876,  m. Lula  Reed;  ch i ld ren:   

A.  Marg a ret  Lay ,   m. C.  H.  Young,  Sr. ;  ch i ld ren:  

(a)   Dav id  Young.   

(b)  Catharene  Lay,   m. John  Hale .   

(7)  I rven  Lay ,  m. Del la  Raney;  ch i ld ren:  

A.  Lauren e.   

 

2 . El izabeth  Lay,   b .  1836 in Tenn .;   m.  1 /  unknown, 2/  Jesse  Wit t .  

 

3 . Emel ine  Lay ,   b.  1838 in Tenn .;   m.  Decator  Semmons. 
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4 . Sarah  Lay,   b .  1841 in Tenn. ;   m.  Ed.  Fau lk .  

5 . Martha  Lay ,   b.  1844 in Ark. ;   m.  W. E.  Man ie r.   

6 . Winf ie ld Scot t  Lay ,   b.  Nov .  24 ,  1846,  in Ark;   m. Nann ie   

    St evens .  (See Arkansas Histo ry ) ;  c hi ldren:  

(1)  Wm. B. Lay .   

(2 )  Pol l y  B.  Lay .   

7 . Nancy  Lay,  b .  1847 in Ark;   d .  young.   

8 . Wm. Lay (M.D.) ,   b.  1852 in Ark;   m. Bet ty  Haruk;  one son,  

    Jesse  Lay.   Moved into South Amer ica .   

 

 

Jesse Lay  

 

The 1840 census of  the U.  S.  records but  two Lays in Arkansas - ­  

JESSE and WILLIAM H.  LAY.  They were l iv ing,  at  that  t ime,  in  

Hard in Townsh ip ,  Conway County,  Arkansas.   These two Lay boys  

were born in that  part  o f  Tennessee that  la te r became Rhone  

and Loudon Count ies .   I t  was Knox County then.   

 

JESS LAY was born in 1797 ,  d ied in 1876,  and is  bur ied in Morto r  

Creek Cemetery south of  Quitman,  Ark .   He was marr ied to Susan  

Penn in gton Mart in  who was born in 1800 in South Carol ina and  

d ied in 1877.   Jesse Lay was a fa rmer a lmost  a l l  h is  l i fe ;   

t rad i t ion has i t  that  he was a hat te r by t rade .   He came into  

Ark.  f r o m Tenn.  befo re o r by 1840,  mak ing th e t r ip  by f la t  boat   

wh ich he had const ructed h imsel f  for the t r ip .   He landed at   

A rkansas Post ,  Ark .   Another fami l y or so made the t r ip  down the  

r ive r w ith h im.  Accord ing to fami l y t radi t ion ,  one famil y who  

came along had the i r  barge t ied beh ind and onto Jesse 's  boat   

w i th a log chain.   They had a boy who used very p rofane language  

and one of  the Lay g i r ls  a round th ree or 4 years o ld heard.    

When the boats would somet ime s bump together  and knock her do wn  

she would use the same profane language she had heard the b ig  

boy use.   

 

Jesse Lay bou ght  a Mexican Land Grant  a nd ente red 320 acres of   

land f rom  the government .   He had to t ravel  37 mi les to a gr is t   

m i l l  a t  Judson ia ,  Ark .   He and Susan were both members of  the  

Miss ionary Bapt is t  Church.   Ch i ld r en born to Jesse and Susan Lay  

were :  Mary ,  Sarah ,  Cather ine ,  Carol ine ,  Nancy  ,  David Hard in ,   

John Mart in ,  and Charles Frank l in  Lay .   

 

FAMILY RECORD:  

 

1 . Mary Lay ,   m. Wil l iam  Plant  

2 . Sarah Lay,  m. unknown.  
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3 . Cather ine  Lay,   m. unknown.  

4 . Carol ine  Lay ,  m. unknown.  

5 . Nancy  Lay,   b .  1834,  m. Dr .  Sam Thornebrough . 

6 . Dav id Hard in Lay,   b .  1837 ,  Tenn. ;   m.  Rachel  P.  B i l l ings ;   

    chi ldren:  

(1)  S idney  Lay .   

(2 )  Ef f ie  Lay;   m.      (?)  Todd . 

(3)  Da isey  Lay.   

(4 )   Rose  Lay;   m.     (?)  Todd,  nephew of  Ef f ie  Lay Todd 's   

husband.  

John Mart in Lay  

7. John Mart in Lay  b.  15 Feb.  1842,   d .  13 July 1930.   He  

enl is ted i n the Confeder ate Army,  Co.  B. ,  31st  Inf . ,  and  

advanced to the rank of  Capta in .   John Mart in  was wi th  

Gen.  Pr ice at  the Bat t le  of  P i lo t  Knob,  Mo.,  and af ter  

the war returned to Ark.   H is  grandfather was a Tal ia fe r ro  

who was k i l led in the Rev .  war.    John Mar t in Lay  was a  

member of  the Method ist  Ep iscopal  Church,  South ;  a Royal   

A rch Mason of  the Hol land Lodge No.  158.   He had occup ied  

a l l  the Mason Cha i rs ,  includ ing High Pr iest .   He was tw ice  

marr ied : 1 /  2 Nov.  1865,  El len  Pearson who  died in 1906,   

2 /  Mrs.  El izabeth  Shelby ,  nee Cooper.   He is  bur ied in  

Goodlow Cemetery near Quitman.   Ch i ld ren by f i rs t  marr iage :  

Mol l ie ,  Frank ie ,  Claudie ,  Anna ,  Nel l ie ,  Jesse  and Lesby  Lay.   

Ch i ld ren by second marr iage :  Frank l in Shelby  Lay.    

(1) Mol l ie  Lay ,  m. Emmett  Poe .  

(2 ) Frankie Lay,   m. Sam  Jenk ins.   

(3) Claud ie Lay,   m. G.  W.  Adk inson.   

(4 )  Anna Lay,   m. O.  J .  Owens.   

(5) Nel l ie  Lay,  unmarr ied .   

(6) Jess ie Lay ,   m. Tom  Parker.   

(7) Lesby Lay ,   m. Albert  Fenton.   

(8) Dol ly  Lay,   m. El isha  Gunn. 

(9)  Bess ie  Lay ,  m. Wil l iam  Bates .   

(10) Frankl in Shelby Lay,  m. Cass ie  Duncan.   

 

Centenn ia l  H is to ry  of  Arkansas 1922.  Page 844:  

 

Prominent  among the bus iness men of  Quitman is  J.  M.  Lay ,   

a fa rmer unt i l  1904 when he became a merchant  in Quitman.    

He was born Feb.  15,  1842,  Van Buren Co. ,  Ark.  ( th at  part   

is  now Cleburne Co.) ;  son of  Jesse  and Susan P.  (Mart in)   

Lay,  na t ives of  Tenn.  and S.  C.  respect ive ly.   Jesse born  

1797 ,  d.  1876;  wh i le  Susan was born 1800,  d ied 1877 .   

Jesse fa rmed most  of  h is  l i fe  but  was a hat te r by t rade.    

In 184 0 he removed f rom Tenn.  to  Arkansas Post ,  mak ing the  

t r ip  on a f la t  boat  which he had bui l t .   He made the t r ip   

to  Van Buren County by wagon drawn by ox team.  He bought  
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a Mex ican land warr a nt  and he ente red 320 acres of  land  

f rom the government .   He ha d to dr ive to L i t t le  Rock to  

t rade -- i t  took a week to make the t r ip .   One of  the  

d i f f icul t ies of  l i fe  then was car ry ing the i r  gr is t  to   

m i l l  a t  Judson ia ,  37 mi les.   He and his  w ife  were members  

of  the Miss ionary Bapt is t  Church.   Thei r  ch i ld ren were  

Mar y  (who l ived to be 93 years o ld) ,  Sarah ,  Cather ine ,   

Carol ine ,  Nancy  and Dav id H.  who are a l l  dead now (1922),   

John Mart in  Lay,  subjec t  of  th is  rev iew, and Charles  

Frank l in Lay  of  Oklahoma.  

 

John Mart in Lay enl is ted in the Confederate Army as a member  

of  Co.  B,  31st  Ark.  Inf .    Marr ied tw ice - -  1/  El len  Pearson,   

na t ive of  Tenn.  who d ied in 1906.   They had nine ch i ld ren:  

Mol l ie  now deceased;   Frank ,  who is  a widow,  Claudie ,  deceased;    

Anna ,  a widow who l ives at  Conway;   Nel l ie ,  deceased;   Jesse   

res id ing in Texas ;   Lesby  of  Oklahoma; and one who d ied in  

infancy.   

 

Mr .  Lay marr ied 2/  El izabe th Shelby ,  now deceased,  and they had  

one ch i ld ,  Frank l in S .  who is  now ten years o ld .   

 

Mr .  Lay belongs to the Method ist  Ep iscopal  Chur c h,  South ;  a  

Royal  Arch Mason of  Hol land Lodge,  No.  158,  AF and AM and  

Qui tman Chapte r,  No.  30,  R&M  in wh ich he has f i l led a l l  the  

cha i rs  inc lud ing High Pr i est .   He is  a Demo c rat  and had f ive  

grandsons in se rv ice dur ing World War I .   

 

Charles Frank l in Lay,  b .  1845,  marr ied th ree t imes : 1/   

29 Aug.  1867,  Van Buren Co. ,  to  Sarah  Garner ;   2 /  25 Aug.   

1907,  to  Edna  Fran ch;   3 /  9 Oct .  1910,  to  Rosa Jones .   He  

l ived in Arkansas and Oklahoma. Ch i ld ren were :  

(1) Lula  Lay ,   m. Wil l iam R.  Garner.   

(2 ) Hatt ie  Lay ,  unmarr ied.   

(3) Jesse C.  Lay ,  M .D.,  m. 1/  L i l l ian  Rudesel l ,  and had  

two ch i ldren:  

A. L i l l ian  Lay .   

B. Floy  Lay .   

m. 2/  Martha Morrow(?)  and had son,  Steve ;   

m. 3 /  Barbara Massey,  and had son,  Bruce  Lay.   

(4 )   Luc ien  Lay,   m. Minnie  Duncan;  ch i ld ren:  

A. Louise  Lay .   

(5)  Bobbie  Lay,  m. 1902,  Ida  V ineyard;  ch i ldren:  

A. Bern ice  Lay.  

B. Pa ul ine  Lay.   

C. Florence  Lay.  
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(6)  L inden Mart in  Lay ,   m. L i l l ian Lee  R ichardson;  chi ld ren:  

A. Charles W elden  Lay,   m. Faye  Meyers .   

B. Harold Loyd  Lay,   m. Mar l ine  Thurman.  

C. Arthur Jerome  Lay,   m. Luc i l le  Mar ie  Cross.   

D. Beulah Beat r ice  La y,   m. Pete r J .  LaBlanc.   

(7) John  Lay,  probably d ied young.   

 

JAMES LAY, a son of  A lex  and Vi rgin ia  Lay of  Belmont ,  Gaston Co. ,   

N.C. ,  marr ied Anna  Fergerson,  a lso of  N.C.   The i r  ch i ld ren:  

R ichard ,  Gi les ,  Wi l l iam Albert ,  Wal ter Frank l in ,  Samuel  L . ,  Mary   

Louise ,  and Renner  Lay.   

 

Wi l l iam Albert  Lay  marr ied Frances  R io rdan,  a nat ive of  Cork Co. ,  

I re land.  They moved to L i t t le  Rock,  Arkansas,  where they had one  

daughte r ,  Fr ances  Lay,  who remained unmarr ie d .   Wi l l iam Lay d ied  

in 1960.   He marr ied 2 /   o r  3 /  Gert rude  Fauch;  chi ld ren:  Yvonne   

m. Ralph R ichards ;   Ethel  m. Fred  Hoover.   

 

 

GEORGE LAY 

 

GEORGE LAY, son of  Henry Harr ison  Lay of  Texas ,  was born in that   

s tate and moved to Ark.  where he marr ied Minerva Sue  Golden.  One  

son,  Gus  Lay,  b .  1878,  marr ied Ess ie  Webb in Howard Co. ,  Ark.   

They had these ch i ld ren: Bascome , Wi l l iam , Gar land ,  Let ty ,  and  

Verl ia  Lay.   

 

FAMILY RECORD:  

 

1 . Bascome Lay,   m. Grace  Wil l iams;   ch i ld ren:  

(1) Ann  Lay,   m. John  Hi l l .   

(2 ) B. Al len  Lay.   

(3) Sandra Joe  Lay.   

2 . Wil l iam Lay,   m. Hazel  Reaves;  ch i ld ren:  

(1) Rebecca  Lay.   

(2 ) Perry  Lay,  m. Wanda  Harr ison;  ch i ld ren:  

A. Gary Ronn ie (?)  Lay .   

3 . Garland Lay,   m. Sarah Marga ret  Z issel (?) ;  ch i ld ren:  

(1) Michael  Lay.   

(2 ) Peggie  Lay.   

(3) Janet te  Lay.   

4 . Let ty  Lay,   m. Bowman Ol ive r;  ch i ld ren:   

(1) Wil l iam B.  Ol ive r.   

(2 ) Bobbie  Ol ive r .   

(3) Gwendolyn  Ol iver .   

5 . Verl ia  Lay,   m. Robert  Payne;  no ch i ldren.  
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E l isha Lay ,  son of  Zachar iah  and Ann  Lay m. 1 /  El izabeth  Ingram; 

ch i ld ren: Martha  (Thomas ),  Phi l l ip ,  Mary  (Thornton ) ,  Joe  unmarr ied ;  

Benj iman ,  Anna ,  and Bruce  Lay.        
         
He marr ied 2/  Emel ia  Bruce ,  nee Adams.  She was the widow of  Wesley  

Bruce;  ch i ld ren:  Henry  and Sarah  Lay.          

  Henry Lay marr ied 1/  Emma  Steward [ 21 Dec 1886 ] ] ;  ch i ld ren:      

  Eula  m. Aut rey  Emmett ,  Eula '  s  chi ld ren: J immie ;        

  I rma  m. Henry  Raines;        

  I rma 's chi ld ren: Ed E. ,  Ross ,  Donald  and May ;     

  Cal len  m. J .  M.  Jors lem (Gordon?);  ch i ld ren: Erma Bel le   

  Truman  m. Carry  McKimme;       

  Andrew E.  m. Margaret  Lovet t ;  chi ldren:      

  Phi l l ip ,  Gary  and Denora .     

  Olev ia  m. Theron Truman;      

  Truman Jr .  m. Maxine  Smith ;  chi ldren:      

  Th omas ,  Bobb ie ,  and Donna .     

  Alven  m. Gai l  Schanborn ;  chi ld ren:      

  Vick i  and Jul ia  Lay ;      

  Mar ie  m. Bel l (  ?)  Harston;      

  Gladys ,  unmarr ied.      

  Calv in  m. Ranel l  Rob inson.      

  Lof ten  m. 1/  I rene  Moore 2 /  A l ice Spen ie r (?) ;      

  Lof ten Lay's  ch i ld ren: Lenwoo d  Lay;       

  Henry Lay m. 2/  Wi l l ie  C layton [ 5 Dec 1903 ]  ;  ch i ld ren:      

  Esp ie  m. Reves  Jete r .    

  Espus ch i ld ren: V i rg i l ,  Thomas  and Debra      
   
  Sal ly m. Lewen Stewest ;  ch i ld ren:      

  Ethel ,  Mabel ,  Ph i l l i pp ,  Floyd ,  Loyd ,  Ot is ,   

  Cl i f ton ,  Charley ,  A l ice  and Ruby    

  

Logan County,  Ark . 
 

THOMAS R. and JAMES  LAY  were two brothers who l ived in Logan  

County ,  Arkansas .   Fami ly t rad i t ion says they were nephews of   

a James Lay,  son of  Bar t ley  Lay of  Hawk ins County,  Tenn. ,  and  

C l inton Cou nty,  Ky.   
 
Th is  Bart ley Lay was born in Va.  and moved to Tenn.  and Ky.   He  

was twi c e marr ied and by h is  f i rs t  marr iage had these ch i ld ren:  

K i t t y  m. Abe Bla i r ;  Nancy A . ;  Margaret  M . ;  and  

Carol ine M.  who marr ied High  Hamil ton .   (Ev ident l y  Sarah marr ied  

Enos  Al len ,  a Bapt is t  m in is te r in Cla iborne  Co.  where the fami ly  

l ived .)   Bar t ley Lay's  second marr iage was to Al ice          .  He  

was l iv ing in Cl inton,  Ky. ,  in 1860,  age 93 years.    
 
THOMAS R. LAY, b.  1875,  d .  1930,  was marr ied to Add ie  Pumphrey  

and had two sons : Edd ie   m. L i l l ian Pearl  Chambers and had one  

son,  Lowel l  Thomas  Lay (m. Colene  Riggs) ;  and Theodore  Lay who  

marr ied Fann ie  Kruse and had one son,  Harlow  Lay.  
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ARKANSAS 

 

PHILL IPPS  COUNTY .                             COURT RECORDS 

 

On June 5th . ,  1951 these Lay ch i ld ren were adopted in to a  

Mitchel l  fami ly .   

Beverly  Lay,  born December 13th . ,  1936 in Ph i l l ipps County,  

Arkansas.   

 

Hal l ie  Lay,  born Apr i l  19 th. ,  1939  in Cri t ten ­den County,  

Arkansas  

 

Joe L.  Lay.  born March 29th . ,  1941 in Cr i t tenden County 

Arkansas.   

 

Redel l  Lay born August  2nd. ,  1943 in St  Louis,  Missour i  

 

John D . Lay born November 10th. ,  1944 in Ph i l l ipps County,  

Arkansas.   

 

The ir  o r ig inal  parents were Joe  and Wil l ie  May  Lay.  Nee 

unknown.  
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TENNESSEE 

DAVID LAY OF BIG VALLEY TENNESSEE 
 
DAVID LAY, Jr. ,  son of  Dav id Lay,  Sr. ,  was cal led "B ig Val ley  

Dave" because he l ived in B ig Val ley,  Tennessee,  wh ich is  in  

Campbel l  County.   He was marr ied to Mary Lay ,  pr e sumed to be  

a daughter of ,  John  and Mar tha  Lay of  Caswel l  County ,  North  

Carol ina.   In the 1850 U. S .  Census fo r Cla ibourne County ,   

Tennessee ,  where he then l ived ,  he gave h is  b i r th p lace as  

South Carol ina and h is  age as 85 yea rs and the age of  Mary Lay  

as 80 years .   Of  h is  fathers ch i ld ren that  we have records of ,   

were born in the Carol ina 's  except  a son,  B i rd  Lay,  who gave  

h is  p lace of  b i r th as V irg in ia .   Dav id Lay ,  Jr . ,  was born  

befo re the two states of  Carol ina were d iv ided,  so he was  

born in the southern part  o f  Carol ina.   
 

B ig Val ley Dav id and Mary Lay (by David Lay of  Elk  City ,  Oklahoma)  
 
Dav id Lay,  Sr. ,  came f rom abroad and as they came over ,  the ship  

encounte red a storm and  was a lmost  lost  in i t .   Dav id Lay,  Jr . ,  

se rved in the Revolut ionary War,  be ing bare ly o ld enough to  

enl is t .   Once he and a fe l low sold ie r h id in a hol low log to  

escape the Ind ians who were a t  the same t ime cl imbing over the  

same log look ing fo r them.  I t  is  sa id that  Mary Lay,  h is  w ife   

had an impedement  of  speech.   She sa id she "could take a t imbul   

ful l  o f  bod ie  and make - as good a take  as anyone"  (Dav id Lay ,  Jr . ,   

and Mary Lay were marr ied in Wilkes County,  North Carol ina,  March  

26th,  1794,  Bond s ig ned by Dav id Lay ,  Sr . , )   
 
Ch i ld ren of  Dav id ,  J r . ,  and Mary Lay  were ,  John,  Jesse ,  Haley ,   

E l izabeth  and probably others we have no record of .   Haley 's   

marr iage is  unknown;  El iz abeth marr ied Rev.  Wil l iam  Wil l iams;   

John marr ied Mary  Odel l  and Jesse Lay had several  marr iages.    

Nancy  Lay,  who marr ied James  Beams, a lso in Wilkes County ,  Nor th  

Carol ina,  was probably a s is te r to  Dav id Lay,  Jr . ,  

E l izabeth Lay and Rev.  Wil l iam Wil l iams had these ch i ld ren -- Este r ,   

Anna ,  Joseph ,  El izabeth ,  Cather in e  and Wil l iam, Jr .   David Lay ,  Sr . ,   

the fa ther of  Dav id Lay ,  Jr . ,  is  recorded in the 1790 Census Records  

fo r Wi lkes County,  North Carol ina ,  but  is  not  recorded in the 1787  

State Census fo r same c ounty .   A l though other  Lay fami l ies a re in  

both the State and Federal  Census for Wilkes County, North Carol ina. ,  

by 1800 the Lay's  were a l l  gone f rom Wilkes County,  North Carol ina  

and the Court  records fo r Gra inger and Cla ibourne Count ies of   

Tennessee ,  we f ind the records there,  except  Dav id Lay,  Sr. ,  who  

p robably never le f t  Nor th Carol ina.   Court  minutes fo r 1802,   

C la ibourne County Tennessee  show that  Jesse Lay ,  Sr . ,  Jesse Lay,  Jr .   

Dav id Lay ,  James Beams , Jesse  Parsons (who marr ied Betsy  Lay in  

Wi lkes County ,  North Carol ina)  were appo inted to keep the Val ley  
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Road open.  (Joe  McBroom) was road overseer .   A l l  had come to  

Tennessee before o r by  1800.  Then in Knox and Whit ley Count ies  

of  Kentucky we f ind them aga in ,  except  Dav id Lay  who la ter   

r emoved to Campbel l  County,  Tennessee where he d ied at  age over  

100 years and Mary  Lay d ied same year at  the age of  97 years o ld .   

 

Dav id Lay,  Jr . ,  by Al ice Lay Earnhart : 

 

     We shal l  now take up Dav id Lay  and wife ,  Mary Lay.   Dav id  

Lay was known as "B ig Val ley Dave."   He d ied in "B ig Val ley  

Tennessee ,  near LaFol le t te  at  the ad vance age of  about  108 years .    

He as an industr ious fa rmer and a ided in the cul t ivat ion of  h is   

land a lmost  up to the t ime of  h is  death.   He a lway ra ised h is  own  

tobacco,  and in h is  last  years hoed h is  l i t t le  c rop wh i le  s i t t ing  

in a cha i r .   H is  wife ,  Ma ry Lay ,  d ied at  the age of  about  96 years  

and at  about  the same t ime as the death of  her husband,  "B ig  

Val ley Dave."   They both d ied 1873 (the same year) .  "B ig Val ley  

Dave" was born in South Carol ina about  1765.   He was a wig in  

pol i t i cs and his  re l ig i ous bel ie f  harmonized with the doct r ines  

of  the Bapt is t  Church.   

     Now we shal l  take up John Lay  and wife ,  Mary Paul ine (Odel l )   

Lay "Pol ly . "   Th is  John Lay was  one of  the chi ld ren of  Dav id "B ig  

Val ley Dave" Lay and Mary Lay.   He fo l lowed fa rming th roughout  h is   

act ive bus iness l i fe  and was a worthy and h ighly es teemed c i t izen.    

About  1853 he moved f rom Cla iborne County to Campbel l  County,   

Tennessee ,  where he spent  h is  remain ing days.   In connect ion with  

the cul t ivat ion of  h is  land,  he there operated a st i l l .  He was  

an advocate of  the Un ion cause dur ing the Civ i l  War and was a man  

of  honest  conv ict ion,  t rue to h is  be l ie f  o f  the r ight .   He d ied in  

Campbel l  C ounty,  Tennessee in 1861.   

     He wife ,  Mary Paul ine (Odel l )  Lay was a member of  the  

Miss ionary Bapt is t  Church.  She was born near Speedwel l ,  Tennessee  

in 1829 and d ied at  the home of  her son,  Wil l iam Qui l len  Lay,  in  

Mar ion County,  Tennessee in 1896 when she was 67 years of  age.   Her  

husband had d ied some t ime prev ious to her death and he as bur ied  

in Campbel l  County,  'Tenness e e,  in the "Old Lay Graveyard."   

     The care of  Mary (Odel l )  Lay,  who had been le f t  a  w idow, and  

that  of  the younger chi ld ren,  devolved upon her o ldest  son,  David,   

unt i l  he was taken in to the Union Army as a member of  the s ix th  

Tennessee Infant ry.   Af te r Dav id 's  en try into the Infant ry th is   

responsib i l i t y  fe l l  upon another son,  Wil l iam Qui l len Lay ,  who  

l ived near V icto r ia at  th is  t ime,  la ter in Rank in 's  Cove,  Mar ion  

County ,  Tennessee ,  near  Jasper.   Mary Paul ine (Odel l )  Lay was bur ied  

in the Sardis  Method ist  Cemetery near V ic tor ia,  Tennessee.   Mary  

Paul ine (Odel l )  Lay,  daughte r of  Bar t le t t  H.  and El izabeth (Qui l len )  

was born 1829,  d ied 1896,  age 67 .   John Lay and Mary Paul ine (Odel l )   

Lay were marr ied August  6,  1839 in Tazewel l ,  Tennessee .   

     John Lay and  wife Mary (Odel l )  Lay  were the parents of  e leven  

ch i ld ren,  namely :   

   1.   Bart le t t  Lay -  k i l led in c iv i l  war -  born 1840.   Dave La y   



133 

 

      

 in  Elk  City said h is  Uncle Bart ley Lay ,  a confederate  

so ld ie r was k i l led at  f ish ing creek near Cumberland Gap,   

Tennessee .  Shot  in leg by a cannon -  d ied begging fo r  

wate r.   John Lay ,  the o ldest  son -  went  th rough Georg ia  

w i th General  Sherman.  

     

2 .   

L iv is ia  Lay -  marr ied James  Brown and l ived in Ar izona.   

-  L iv is ia Lay born 1842.   

     

3 .   

E l izabeth  Lay -  marr ied J.  H.  Carnut t  and l ived in Ar izona.   

-  El izabeth Lay born 1841.   

     

4 . 

Dav id  Lay -  l ive d on the home place in Campbel l  County ,   

Tennessee and served in the Union Army as a member of  the  

s ix th Tennessee Infantry .  Marr ied Ann is El izabe th (Taylo r )   

Lay -  Dav id Lay born Apr i l  14,  1845 -  d ied July 17,  1927  

E l iza beth (Taylo r Lay  born February 24,  1846).   

     

5 .    

Wi l l iam Qui l len  Lay -  marr ied Louisa Jane  Brown Lay and  

l ived in Mar ion County;  Tennessee.   

     

6 .    

E l i j ah  Lay -  l i ved in Ar izona and was a tw in .  Marr ied  

Mary  (Pet ree)  Lay .   

     

7 . 

E l isha  Lay -  tw in of  El i jah l ived in Oklahoma. F i rs t   

marr ied Martha  (Wil l iamson) Lay.   Second m arr iage -  El iza  

Sweat .   

8 . John  Lay -  a lso l ived in Ar izona.  Marr ied Amer ica  (Brown) Lay.   

9 . Mary  Lay -  d ied young.  Never marr ied  

    

10 . 

Rhod ie  Lay -  marr ied Charles  Wel ls  of  Campbel l  County ,   

Tennessee -  f ive ch i ldren l ived .   

    

11. 

Nancy  Lay -  marr ied Bul la rd  L indamood and l ived at  F incast le ,   

Tennessee .  Second marr iage -  Wi l l iam  Burnet te .   
     W i l l i a m  Q u i l l e n  L a y  

     Now we sha l l  take up Wil l iam Qui l len Lay  and w i fe Lou isea  

Jane (Brown)  Lay .   Wi l l iam Qui l len  Lay was born  near  Tazwe l l ,   

C la iborne County ,  Tennessee on May 7,  1847.  The son o f  John  Lay  

and M ary Paul ine  (Ode l l )  Lay ,  was one of  a fami ly  o f  ten  ch i ld ren.    

On the 14th  day o f  December 1873 he was un i ted  in  marr iage to  

Louisa Jane (Brown)  Lay in  Mar ion  County ,  Tennessee.  Louisea Jane  

(Brown)  Lay was the daughter  o f  Ge orge Wash ington  Brown and  

Amer ica  (Alder)  Brown.  He was born  in  1826 ,  d ied  1904,  bur ied  in  Sard is 

Cemetery  near  V ic to r ia,  Tennessee,  and h is w i fe .  Amer ica (Alder)  Brown,  

born  1830,  d ied  1895 ,  bur ied  at  Sard is Cemetery .   Thei r   

large g ravestone st i l l  s tands .   

     Louisa Jane (Brown) Lay was born  in  Campbel l  County ,  Tennessee,   

September 17 ,  1850,  and d ied in  the home o f  her  son ,  John Dav id  Lay ,   

in  Mar ion  County ,  Tennessee,  nea r  Jasper  on January  8 ,  1923 ,  bur ied   

in  the Sard is Method ist  Cemetery ,  near  Vic tor ia ,  Tennessee.   

     In  1867 Wi l l iam Qui l len  Lay went  to Ind iana near  Lebanon and  

la te r  to Stanton .   Dur ing th is t ime he devoted h is energy to fa rming  

and the t imber  busine ss,  la ter  he occup ied the pos i t ion  of  we igher   

in  a mine .   In  1870 he took up h is res idence in Campbe l l  County ,   

Tennessee and a year  la te r ,  1871 ,  came to Mar ion  County .    For  e leven   

years he engaged in  farming V ic to r ia and then he purchased  
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Jasper .   Wi l l iam Qui l len  Lay was educated in the common schools ,   

was a lways a busy and a useful  man.   Wi l l iam Qui l len Lay and wife   

Louisa Jane (Brown) Lay  were the parents of  ten ch i ld ren ,  as  

fo l lows :  

 

[ 1 ]  John David Lay ,  who mar r ied  Lodema Hudson.   Thei r  ch i ld ren  

-  Herman , who marr ied  I rene  Lohr ;  Rowene ,  who  marr ied  Rober t  Norve l l ;  

E lecta ,  who marr ied  Pope  Laste r ;  Edward ,  who mar r ied  Kathar ine  L inder .   
 

[ 9 ]  Rev. Wil l iam Lay,  Jr. ,  marr ied Viv ian Hudson,  chi ldren; 1Hudso n  

who marr ied Anna B.  Maxwel l ,  chi ldren,  V iv ian ,  Emma and Janet ;  2 Ivan ,  

who marr ied Bernadine  Beck,  chi ldren - Carol ,  Paul ,  Beck ie  and Joyce ;   
3Louise , who marr ied Dr. James  Stevens. children - Sandra , Brenda , Sonya , 

    1 . John Dav id  Lay  (Johnn ie)  -  was born  November 1 ,  1872 ,   

d ied  September 8 ,  1935.   Bur ia l  in  Chape l  Hi l l   

Cemetery  near  Dun lap,   Tennessee.  Mar r ied  to  

Lodemia  Henson on January  26 ,  1902 -  4  ch i ld ren and two  

g randch i ld ren  

    2 . James Alv is  Lay -  d ied  young -  born  January  1 ,  1875 .    

Bur ia l  -  Sard is Cemetery ,  near  Vic tor ia ,  Tennessee.   

    3 . George Calv in  Lay  -  born  March 7 ,1876 ,  d ied  Februa ry   

23,  1957,  marr ied  December 11,  1901 to Mary El izabeth   

Hami l t on ,  both  bur ia ls  at  Sard is Cemetery .   E ight   

ch i ld ren and e leven grandch i ld ren .  Two great - grand  

ch i ld ren.   

    4 . Sarah Mat i lda  Lay -  born  February  6,  1878 -  d ied   

November 1 ,  1950 wi th  bur ia l  Sard is Cemetery ,  marr ied   

t o Joe  Dav is a w idower on March 29,  1911 .   No ch i ld ren.   

Joe Dav is d ied  on August  3 ,  1933 .   

    5 . Mary  Al ice  Lay -  born  J u ly  13 ,  1880,  d ied  Ju ly  25 ,   

1961 ,  bur ia l  P ine Grove Cemetery  near  Jasper ,  marr ied   

t o John  Myers and l ived at  Decherd ,  Tennessee.   

Mar r ied  November 11,  1917 to John Myers ,  no ch i ld ren.   

    6 . E l i zabeth  (L izz ie)  Lev ic ia  Lay -  born  September 1 ,   

1882,  d ied  Ju ly  6 ,  1962 ,  bu r ia l  Coral  Gab les Cemetery ,   

Coral  Gables ,  F lor ida ,  marr ied  to Char les  Kel ley  on  

December 30,  1909 ,  four  ch i ld ren.   

    7 . Louise Jane  Lay (Jann ie)  -  born  October  31,  1884,   

mar r ied  Henry  Edwin  Hudson on November 16 ,  1910  

fou r  ch i ld ren .   

    8 . Amer ica Emel ine  Lay -  born  October  11,  1886,  marr ied   

on  October  2 4 ,  1905 to Alber t  Re id  Rankl in ,  Sr .   Four   

ch i ld ren.   

    9 . Rev .  Wi l l i am Marsha l l  Lay (B i l l )  -  born  May 23 ,  1889 ,   

mar r ied  V iv ian  Bryan  Hudson on Ju ly  21 ,  1918.   Now  

l ives in  B i rm ingham, Alabama. Eight  ch i ld ren.   

   10 . Cel ia Ann ie  Lay -  born  June 10,  1892 ,  marr ied  Rober t   

Rhea  B lake and l ives at  St rawberry  Pla ins,  Tennessee.    

Mar r ied  December 14,  1 912 .  Two ch i ld ren and two g rand  

ch i ld ren.   
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Gary .  4 Dor is  who marr ied Wil l ia  T inker ,  ch i ld ren - Nancy ,  John ,   

Cynth ia  and Robert .   5 Nancy ,  who marr ied Raymond  Guay,  ch i ld ren -  

Gi l ,  Thresse ,  Michel le  and R ichard ;  6 Betty Sue ,  who marr ied  

Charles  Bearden,  chi ldren - Jenn ifer .   7 Joseph  Lay,  unmarr ied.   
 
[ 4]  Sarah Mat i l da Lay   m. Joe  Davis. Sarah Matilda Lay 
[ 5 ]  Al ice  Lay   m. John  Myers  Myers.  Mary Alice Lay 
[ 6 ]  El izabeth  Lay   m. Charles  Kelly, children - Wil l iam , Harold  and Tom . 

[ 7 ]  Jan ie L.  Lay   m. Edwin  Hudson, children - Ed D., Jim , Bil l  and Tom .  

[8]  America  Lay  m. Albert  Ranken, children  Albert , Dortha , Bil l  & Louise .  

[ 10 ]  Ceci la  Lay   m. Robert  Blake, children - Wilbur .  
 
   [ 8]  Amer ica Emel ine Lay  says she hardly had the pr iv i lege of  
s i t t ing in a cha i r  a lone unt i l  she was marr ied,  but  of ten perched 
on her fa thers knee wh i le  he sang and her s is te r p layed the ir  b ig  
square p iano.   Everyone sang f rom the large Method ist  H ymnal .   
"But  Drops of  Gr ie f  can Ne'e r Repay the Debt  of  Love I  Owe."   
Knowing noth ing of  gr ie f ,  l i t t le  Amer ica sang,  "Drops of  Grease"  
and thought  they d id a lso .   
     The i r  fa ther ,  Wi l l iam Qui l len  Lay ,  bui l t  a  log school   
hou se on a h i l l  a  mi le  f rom the i r  home, where th ree roads  
jo ined.   George a lways car r ied a hal f  bushel  basket  of  l unch  
fo r th is  fami ly .   In the s ix  years Amer ica says she ate enough  
b lackberry jam to do her a l i fe  t ime.   Even though i t  tas te very  
good.  sh e doesn õt  want  any more.   Most  of  the others fe l t  the  
same.  
   Wi l l iam Qui l len La y  and Louisa Jane  (Brown) Lay a lso  
had th i r ty - four grand ch i ld ren.   
      
   Now we shal l  take up George Calv in  La y  and wife .  Mary  
E l izabeth (Hamil ton)  Lay.   
  [ 3]  George Calv in Lay  was born on March 7.  1876 near  
V ictor ia ,  Tennessee,  Mar ion County and d ied in h is  home, Route  
2 ,  Whitwel l ,  Tennessee ,  Oak Grove Community as the res ul t  o f  a  
heart  a t tack ,  at  approx imate ly 7 :00 A.M. on February 23.  1957.    
He was bur ied in the Sard is  Method ist  Cemetery near V icto r ia ,   
Tennessee .   
   George Calv in Lay was the th i rd chi ld  of  Wi l l iam Qui l len  
and Louisa Jane (Brown) Lay and was one of  a fami ly of  ten ch i ld -  
ren .   He grew to manhood in a very at t ract ive,  fo r i ts  day,  la rge  
log house,  consis t ing of  s ix  large rooms and an at t ic .   
   On December 11,  1901.  he was un i ted in hold wedlock to  
Mary El izabeth Hamil ton .   She was the daughte r of  El bert  Kes terson   
Hamil ton and Margaret  (Carte r)  Hamil ton and the grand daughte r of   
John Hamil ton and Margaret  (Weatherspoon) Hamil ton.   Mary  
E l izabeth (Hamil ton)  Lay was born June 2,  188 1 and d ied in her  
s leep of  a heart  at tack a round 4:30 or 5 :00 A.M. on August  10 ,   
1961.   She was bur ied in the Sard is  Cemetery by the s ide of  her  
husband's grave ,  George Calv in Lay.   
     George Calv in Lay at tended the common school  that  was  
bu i l t  by h i s  father,  where th ree roads jo ined in Rank in 's  Cove  
about  f ive mi les east  of  Jasper,  Tennessee,  and later the Pryor  

Inst i tute in Jasper,  Tennessee.   He with h is  b rothers and s is te rs  
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were regular in the ir  at tendance in th is  school .   I t  fe l l   

George 's  du ty to car ry the i r  l unches to school  and th is  he  

d id ,  car ry ing i t  a l l  together in a hal f  bushel  basket  though  

the ra in ,  snow and mud they t rudged regula r ly ,  as they were  

t ra ined that  school ing was a very important  part  o f  l i fe .   

     As a young man, Geor ge  went  west  to  f ind work and  

earn enough money to come home and marry h is  beaut i ful  sweet -  

heart ,  Mary  Hamil ton,  however,  they were not  engaged pr io r  

to  h is  t r ip  west .   

     The weste rn t r ip  wa s a b ig venture fo r one so young,   

who had never been out  of  s tate befo re .   H is  p lans were to  

go to Ar izona and v is i t  re lat ives,  l ive there unt i l  he could  

secure work and make other p lans f rom there.   He was for tunate  

in f ind ing work in and near Globe a nd Phoenix ,  Ar izona and  

a lso bought  a lo t  in that  area.   He kept  h is  heart  set  on  

marr iage to Mary Hamil ton and the i r  cor respondence was regula r.    

Af te r a wh i le , George became home s ick and carne back to h is   

parents home in Rank in ' s  Cove.   He very soon  af te rwards became  

engaged to Mary El izabeth Hamil ton and they were marr ied on  

December 11,  1901.   

     George and his  young br ide,  Mary,  establ ished the ir   

home near the Wil l iam Qui l len  Lay homestead in Rankl in 's  Cove  

and G eorge worked on h is  fathers large fa rm.  The i r  f i rs t  hardsh ip  

of  majo r p ropor t ion was short l y  af te r the b ir th of   

the i r  f i rs t  ch i ld ,  a son,  Charl ie  Howard  Lay ,  whose weight  at   

b i r th was 2 1/2 pounds.   When Charl ie  was only a fe w weeks o ld  

on a cold ,  w indy winter  n ight  near midnight ,  George and Mary  

were awakened by a roar and loud popp ing and crack ing.   The i r   

house was on f i re  and a lmost  ready to fa l l  in  on them.  They  

sprang out  of  bed,  grabb ing the i r  baby,  Cha rl ie ,  and manage to  

b reak and ge t  out  th rough a window.  George ran back to the  

w indow but  the only th ing they were able to save,  except  the i r   

own l ive and the ir  baby was the i r  n ight  c loth ing they were  

wearing,  a S inger sewing mach ing and a pocket  watc h.   The pocket   

watch was on the top of  the sewing mach ine and the mach ine was  

near the window.  Th is  mach ine a lways car r ied the scars i t   

rece ived f rom the intense heat  i t  rece ived that  n ight .   I t  was  

a good machine and remained in the fami l y  home al l  t hrough the i r   

l ives and was then handed down to the i r  daughte r,  Lou Cel ia  

(Lay)  Strat ton in Alexandr ia ,  V i rg in ia.   Th is  p lace of  the i r   

f i rs t  homes furn i ture seemed to a lways be a reminder of  the  

grat i tude to a lov ing God fo r spar ing the l ives of  these t h ree  

wonderful  people on that  co ld winte r n ight .   

     The neighbors were soon a lerted to the p l ight  of  th is  fami l y 

and as was the custom in those days,  came to the i r  rescue.   

     George,  Mary and baby Charl ie  were immediate ly taken to  

the home of  h is  p arents ,  wh ich was near  by.   There they were  

loved,  shel te red ,  c lothed and fed unt i l  they fe l t  they could  

s ta rt  out  on the ir  own aga in .  
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     Mary ,  be ing the youngest  ch i ld  in the Elbert  Keste rson   

and Margaret  (Carte r)  Hamil ton fami l y,  was to inher i t  he r home  

fa rm, the p lace where she was born and reared.   Her father had  

g iven each of  h is  ch i ld ren a fa rm.  She was so very happy that   

th is  was to be  the home place wh ich she loved so much.   S ince  

th is  fa rm had a l ready been deeded to her ,  she and George   

dec ided the only p roper  th ing fo r them to do was to move in to  

the log cab in wh ich was a l ready on the property and George  

would work on the farm fo r her father .   Th is  they d id unt i l  he r  

aged father had them to move into the house wi th h im to care  

fo r h im in h is  last  days.   

     There was some 105 acres in th is  fa rm. Some mounta in  

w i th valuable t imber and an ideal  cat t le  f a rm, however,  George  

p refe rred crop fa rming.   

     The house was a beaut i ful  large colon ia l  home, bu i l t   

when Elbert  Keste rson Hamil ton was a young man.  Everyone a l l   

a round looked to th is  house as being the f inest  in i ts  day any -  

­where in the Sequatchi e Val ley,  Tennessee area.   Th is  house is   

s t i l l  wel l  p reserved.   

     Prev ious to the t ime that  i t  was purchased by Elbert   

Keste rson Hamil ton,  re lat ives of  Mr .  Harry Kel ly ,  a lso some  

Dr.  Shel tons re lat ives and l ived there.   The o lder  house was  

located on top of  the h i l l  back of  the garden,  but  was to rn  

away many years ago.   

     In December 1951,  George Calv in and wife  Mary El izabeth  

(Hamil ton)  Lay ce lebrated the i r  Golden Wedding Ann iversary ,   

w i th open house,  in the i r  large count r y home.  The i r  chi ld ren,   

grandch i ld ren,  re la t ives ,  ne ighbors and many f r iends shared in  

mak ing th is  occas ion a joyous one fo r them.  

     George and Mary were pr iv i leged to spend f ive more  

wedd ing ann iversarys together befo re death angel  cal led George  

home ear l y in the morning,  February 23,  1957 .   

     George enjoyed good heal th and was act ive and youthful   

look i ng,  fo r a man of  h is  age,  up unt i l  th ree years previous to  

h is  death.   He was at  that  t ime st r icken with sh ingles in the  

nerves around the r i ght  s ide of  h is  body and was never f ree f rom  

the pa ins that  was brought  on him by th is  d isease .   H is  heal th  

fa i led fast  f rom that  t ime.   

     George Calv in and Mary El izabeth (Hamil ton)  Lay had  

many joys,  many hardships and a lso many anx iet ies dur ing th e ir   

years together .   Gods protect ive and guid ing hand was a lways  

near them.  Mary was converted af te r be ing under convict ion fo r  

several  days dur ing the noon hour at  the Sulphur Spr ings School .    

A p rot racted meet ing was in progress at  the t ime in the S ulphur  

Spr ings Church.   Mary was bapt ized and jo ined the Oak Grove  

Cumberland Presbyte r ian Church where she remained a fa i thful   

member .   They both d ied dur ing the i r  80th year,  and f rom heart   

a t tacks and in the ear ly morning t ime.   

     They were the pa rents of  e ight  ch i ld ren,  namely :  
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1. Charlie Howard  Lay  -  born December I. 1902.  

2. William Horace  Lay  -  born November 7. 1904.  

3. Bertie Jane  Lay  -  born November 17. 1906.  

4. John David  Lay  -  born September 3. 1909.  

5. George Calvin  Lay. Jr.  -  born September 13, 1912.  

6. Mary Alice  Lay  -  born March 22, 1915.  

7. Lou Celia  Lay -  born June 9. 1918.  

8. Sarah Elizabeth  Lay  -  born January 22, 1922.  
 
     Now we shal l  take up the Charl ie  Howard Lay  l ine .     

Charl ie  Howard Lay ,  the son of  George Calv in Lay and Mary  

E l izabet h (Hamil ton)  Lay.   Charl ie  Howard Lay -  born December  

1 ,  1902,  marr ied to L i l l ian  Stoots,  daughte r of  - - - - - - -  and  

Robert  Stoots of  Br is to l ,  Tennessee.   L i l l ian (Stoots )  Lay ­  

born September 15,  1911.   Three ch i ld ren were born to th is  un ion .   

1. Charlie Howard Lay,  Jr.  -  born August 24, 1941  

-  m. in 1965 to Sonja .  

-  A son.  Charlie Howard Lay, III,  born May 20, 1966.  

2. Gilbert Eugene  Lay  -  born February 6, 1945  

-  m. Apr . 22, 1966 to Patsy Elaine  Maples.  

3. Julia Stefany  Lay  -  born October 4, 1951.  
 
     Charl ie  Howard Lay at tended the Inman grade school  and  

Jasper High Sch ool  in Mar ion County.  bus iness col lege in  

Chat tanooga.  Hamil ton County ,  Tennessee .   He began h is  ve ry  

successful  career in the bus iness world as a very young man and  

has worked hard in th is  f ie ld a l l  th rough the years.   He has  

se rved as a successful  Cr edi t  Manager of  some of  the la rgest   

depar tment  and furni ture sto res of  our southland.   At  the t ime  

of  th is  wri t ing he is  work ing as manager of  the cred i t  department   

o f  "The New Ideal "  department  s to res in B i rmingham, Alabama  

(Dec.  1965).   

     Charl ie  Howard Lay and wife .  L i l l ian (Stoots )  Lay and  

ch i ld ren own and l ive in the i r  ve ry spac ious stone home  

on S ignal  Mounta in ,  Tennessee.   
 
     Now we shal l  take up the l ine of  Wi l l iam Horace Lay ,  the  

son of  George Calv in  Lay and Mary El izabeth (Hamil ton)  Lay.    

Wi l l iam Horace Lay  -  born November 7,  1904,  marr ied Mary El izabeth   

B lake,  the only ch i ld  of  James Kennedy  Blake and Bertha (St inet t e )  

Blake on May 6,  1929.   Mary El izabeth (Blake)  Lay -  born September  

23,  1902,  was a school  teacher.   

     Wi l l iam Horace Lay at tended Inman grade school  and Whitwel l   

H igh School  at  Whitwe l l ,  Tennessee.   When in h is  teens,  Horace  

went  to  St rawberry Pla ins ,  Tennessee to l ive with an Aunt  and  

Uncle (Robert  and Cel ia Lay  Blake) .  
  
     Now we shal l  take up the Bert ie  Jane Lay  l ine .  
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     Bert ie  Jane  Lay -  born November 17,  1906,  marr ied Ph i l l ip  Ross  

B ib le,  son of  [ Phi l ip  Columbus ]  and Martha [ Arbel le  Gi l l iam ]  B ib le  

of  South P i t t sburg,  Tennessee on May l , ~194O.  Ph i l l ip  Ross Bib le -  

born Apri l  8,  1892,  d ied October 12 ,  1962,  bur ia l  in Memor ia l  Gardens 

between Jasper and K imbel l ,  Tennessee.   One ch i ld  was born to th is  

un ion .   
    1 .   Mar tha E l i zabeth  B ib le -  born  February  4 ,  1943,   
 mar r ied  C la rence Hami l t on ,  son o f  - - - - -  and  
       - - - - -  Hami l t on  o f  Cinc innat i ,  Oh io in  1964.   

    To th is un ion one ch i ld ,   a  son was born .   
A .   James Ear l  Hami l t on  -  born  Apr i l  1 ,  1965 in  Er langer  
Hosp i ta l ,  Chat tanooga,  Tennessee.   

     Bert ie  Jane (Lay)  B ib le  and husband Ph i l l ip  Ross Bib le ~  

made the ir  home on the B ib le homestead,  Star  Route South Pi t ts ­~~ 

burg,  Tennessee ,  known as Bat t le  Creek.   Thei r  farm is  a f la t    

land acreage jo in ing Bat t le  Creek and located be tween two 

mounta in r idges in a very beaut i ful  scen ic area.   

     Bert ie  and her husband Ph i l l ip  reared one daughter ,  ~ 

Martha El iz a beth B ib le and sent  her to  Murf reeboro ,  Tennessee,   

where she at ten ded school .   

     At  the t ime of  th is  wr i t ing,  December 1965,  Bert ie ,   

daughte r ,  ~Martha El izabe th and grandson,  James Earl  a re l iv ing  

in the i r  fa rm ~ home on Bat t le  Creek ,  Sta r Route,  South P i t tsburg,  

Tennessee .    Bert ie  is  work ing in a s tore and Mar tha E l izabeth  

is  teach ing school  in the e lementary school  system in Mar ion 

County ,  Tennessee .   
 
     Now we shal l  take up the l ine of  John Dav id Lay ,  son of  ~ 

George Calv in  and Mary El izabeth  (Hamil ton)  Lay.   John David   

Lay -  born September 3.  1909,  Mar ion County near Whitwel l ,  

Tennessee .   

    Dav id at tended Inman grade school  and graduated f rom the 

Mar ion County High School  at  Jasper ,  Tennessee in 1929.   Later he 

at tended the Univers i ty  of  Tennessee at  Knoxv i l le .   He then  

went  to  Wash ington,  D.  C.  where he obta ined employment .   Af te r 

work ing in Wash ington,  D.  C.  fo r a few years,  he went  to  New  

York City and worked fo r several  years .   

     At  the t ime of  h is  induct ion into  the mi l i ta ry se rv ice,   

During World War I I ,  he was st i l l  l iv ing in New York City and was 

an employee of  the H.  S.  Kress Company.   

     Dav id was inducted into the Army March 1942 in Rai lway ~ 

Guns d iv is ion .   He served h is  country wel l  in  England,  France,  

Belgium, Hol land,  Germany and a lmost  to  Russia and then back to  

the United States dur ing those war to rn years and was honorably 

d ischarged on November  11,  1945 at  Camp At terbrury,  Ind iana.   

     Af ter a v is i t  in  the home of  h is  parents,   George Calv in  

Lay  and Mary El izabeth (Hamil ton)  Lay and other members of  the 

fami ly ,  re lat ives and f r iends ,  Dav id re turned to h is  fo rmer job  

w i th the H.  S .  Kress Company in New York City.   He was soon 

t ransfer red to one of  the i r  s to res in Rockford,  I l l ino is .   Dav id  
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d id n ot  l ike th is  t ransfe r,  therefo re,  he d id not  s tay in  

Rockfo rd very long but  went  back to Washington,  D.  C.  where  

h is  two younges t  s is ters were .   He short l y  found employment   

in that  c i t y  and st i l l  l ives and is  employed there .   

     At  the t ime of  th is  wr i t ing,  December ,  1965,  John   

Dav id Lay is  work ing fo r the Sears Roebuck and Company and  

owns h is  home where he l ives at  800 Adra in St reet ,  S .  E. ,   

Wash ington,  D.  C.   
      
     Now we shal l  take up the George Calv in Lay, Jr. ,   

l ine .   George Calv in Lay,  Jr . ,  the son of  George Calv in  Lay and Mary 

E l izabeth (Hamil ton)  Lay.   

    George Calv in Lay ,  Jr . ,  born September 13,  1912 near  

Whitwal l ,  Te nnessee in Mar ion County,  marr ied May 19,  1945  

to  Nancy  (Cross)  Lay,  was born December 26,  1922.   To th is  un ion two 

ch i ld ren were born.   

1 . Terry Chr is topher  Lay -  born November 30 ,  1948.   

2 . Robin Chris t ine  Lay -  born May 18,  1957 .   

     George Calv in.  Jr . ,  a t tended the Inman grade  

school  and graduated f rom the Whitwel l  H igh School ,  ~Marion Count y ,  

Tennessee on Fr iday,  May 13,  1932.   

     Calv in,  h is  w ife ,  Nancy (Cross)  Lay and th e i r  two  

ch i ld ren l ive in the home they own located at  3454 East  58th 

St reet ,  Maywood,  Cal i forn ia and Calv in is  employed by the  

Chrys le r Corporat ion.   Maywood is  a suburb of  Los Angeles,  

Cal i fo rnia.   
 
     Now we shal l  take up the Mary Al ice Lay  l ine.   Ma ry Al ice  Lay.  

daughte r of  George Calv in and Mary El izabeth (Hamil ton)  Lay.   

     Mary Al ice Lay -  born March 22,  1915 near Whitwel l ,   

Tennessee in Marion County,  marr ied Rev.  Dr.  Lowel l  Earnhart ,   

son of  Wi l l iam Loranzo and Chloe Mal inda (Lentz )  Earnhart  of  

Dongola ,  Un ion County ,  I l l ino is  of  October 28,  1939 in Lafayet te ,  

Georg ia.   

     No ch i ld ren were born to th is  un ion .   

     A l ice was taught  to  read by her grandmother ,  Louisa Jane 

(Brown) Lay a t  a ve ry ear ly age ,  and sta rted to school  

"Subscr i p t ion"  te rm in the Inman grade school  at  the age of  f ive 

years .   

     Af ter her marr iage to Rev.  Dr.  Lowel l  A lva Earnhart ,  a  

Cumberland Presbyte r ian min is te r f rom Dongola ,  I l l ino is  they 

establ ished the i r  ho me in Dongola ,  where they l ived unt i l  January 

27 ,  1958.   A l ice taught  school  in Southern I l l ino is .  Union and 

Pulask i  Count ies for f i f teen years .  A l ice has worked closely with 

her husband who has had ful l  t ime pasto ra l  work a l l  these years.  

They are now l iv ing at  425 West  Ma in St reet .  Olney,  where her 

husband is  now serv ing as pas tor and has been s ince February 1,  

1958.   Moved to a new parsonage a t  318 N.  Kudlow Street ,  Olney,  

I l l ino is .  May 23.  1966,  moved back to Dongola ,  I l l ino is ,  November  
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28,  1967 .  
 
     Now we shal l  take up the Lou Cel ia Lay  l ine.   Lou  

Cel ia Lay,  daughter of  George Calv in  and Mary El izabeth (Hamil ton)  

Lay.   

     Lou Cel ia Lay  -  born June 9 ,  1918 in Ma r ion County  

near Whi twel l ,  Tennessee,  marr ied Charles R ichard  St rat ton  

on March 10,  1956 in the Mount  Vernon Place Method ist  Church,   

900 Mass.  Ave . ,  N.  D . ,  Wash ington,  D .  C.  They le f t  on the ir   

honeymoon by t ra in for Ne w York,  Bahama Is land.  They spent   

a week in Nassau,  then boarded an a i r l iner back to D.  C.   

Charles R ichard St rat ton ,  son of  Harry V ictor  and Eleanor Cock 

St rat ton was born in Brownsv i l le ,  Fayet te  County,  Pennsylvan ia ,  

August  10,  1919.   Three ch i ld ren wer e born to th is  un ion.   

1 . James Edward  St rat ton  -  born December 7 ,  1957.   

2 . Janet  M arie  St rat ton   -  born January 16,  1959.   

3 . L inda Diane  Stra t ton   -  born June 12,  1960.   

     Cel ia ,  as was her s is te r Sarah  and Al ice  and a lso  

b rother Calv in ,  a s tamp col lector .   No t  hav ing manufactured  

toys l ike ch i ld ren today,  they were happy col lec t ing the  

cancel led stamps that  came on the ma i l  each day.   These four  

a re st i l l  ardent  s tamp col lecto rs .   They have learned much  

about  th is  a rt  s ince beginn ing the i r  co l lect ion and a l l  four 

possess t reasured col lect ions.   Be ing a member of  a large and 

happy,  hard work ing fami ly ,  the re was never a dul l  moment .   

     Cel ia  at tended the Inman grade school ,  Jasper Grammar  

School  and Whitwel l  H igh School ,  a l l  o f  Marion County,  Tennessee.   

She was graduated f rom high school  May,  1937,  and f rom the  

K i rkman Bus ines s Col lege in Chat tanooga,  Hamil ton County,  

Tennessee ,  in June 1939.   !n August  6,  1942,  she secured a  

posi t ion with the U.  S.  Government  in Wash ington,  D.  C.  She   

worked with War Product ion Board,  Dept .  o f  Agr icul ture and  

Cent ra l  In te l l igence Agency unt i l  October 1957.   

     Cel ia  (Lay)  Stra t ton ,  her husband,  Charles R ichard  

St rat ton and the i r  three ch i ld ren present l y  l ive in the i r  lovely 

la rge,  b r ick  home where they have l ived s ince they purchased i t  

new in 1957,  located at  330 North Langley St reet ,  A l exandra,  

V irg in ia .   

     Cel ia  and Charles enjoy going out  to  d inner ,  at tend ing  

the theat re and famil y out ings.   Th is  fami ly is  ve ry act ive in 

the i r  church,  the St .  Andrews Method ist  Church of  A lexandra ,  

V irg in ia .   
 
     Now le ts  take up the l ine of  Sarah  El izabe th Lay .   Sarah 

E l izabeth Lay,  daughter  of  George Calv in Lay and Mary El izabeth 

(Ham1l ton)  Lay .   Sarah E l izabeth Lay was born in Mar ion County  

near Whi twel l ,  Tennessee on January 23,  1922,  marr ied J .  P .  Jo l l y ,  

son of  George Nel son  and Lula V io la (Rhodes)  Jol ly  on November 7,  

19?? in  
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N.W. Wash ington,  D .  C.    J .  P .  Jo l ly  was born in McFal l ,   

M issour i  on Apr i l  14,  1917 .   Two ch i ldren were born to th is   

un ion .   

1 . Sharon Arlene  Jol l y  -  September 24,  1958.   

2 . Kenneth Wesley  Jol ly  -  born October 3,  1959.   

      

     Sarah El izabeth  (Lay)  Jo l ly ,  the youngest  of  the  

fami ly  of  e ight .  The ent i re  fami ly welcome the ar r iva l  o f   

the i r  baby s is te r.   During Sarah's  young l i fe ,  her Mother 's   

heal th was very bad and much of  Sarah 's  care fe l l  on the  

other members of  the fami l y,  under the c lose superv is ion of   

the i r  mother and father .   

     Sarah at tended the Inman grade school  and graduated  

f rom the Whi twel l  High School ,  Marion County ,  Whitwel l ,  Tennessee 

on May 9,  1941.   In March 1943,  Sarah went  to  Wash ington,  D.  C.   

to  v is i t  he r s is te r,  Cel ia  and obta in employment .   She secured  

a posi t ion with the City Post  Of f ice where she worked unt i l  

February 1945,  then she was employed by American Red Cross unt i l  

Apr i l  1950.   At  th is  t ime she was employed by Nat ional  Geographic 

Socie ty unt i l  July,  1958.   

     Sarah (Lay)  Jo l l y ,  her husband,  J .  P .  Jo l ly  and the i r   

two ch i ldren present l y  l ive in the i r  comfortable home, wh ich they 

own, located at  3501 Al l ison St reet ,  B rentwood,  Maryland.  
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FAMILY RECORD 

By Al ice  Sheehan  

 

ELIJAH LAY , s on of  John Lay  and wife  Mary (Odel l )  Lay ,   marr ied Mary 

Ann  Pet ree.   He was born J u ly 9 ,  1849;  ~d ied Septemb er 1948 in 

Powe l ls  Val ley ,  Tennessee.   He had a t w in b rot her E l isha  Lay.  

Ch i l d ren born to El i jah and M ary Ann Pet ree L ay were : Wi l l iam Q. ,  

born Sept .  24 , 1970;  d ied A ug. 27,  1881.   John Dav id ,  born Jul . 28 , 1872;  

d ied Sept . 15,  1958.   James Robert ,  born Dec . 27,  1 874;  d ied Sept . 7 ,  

1957.   Sarah Jane ,  born Apr . 18,  1877.   Jesse ,  born Au g. 22,  1879 ;  d ied 

Mar , 24 ,  1880.   Lou Cathar ine ,  b orn Jun . 3,  1881.   Joseph Lewis ,  born  

Apr . 10,  1884 .   Martha E l izabeth ,  born Sep t .  28,  1886.   Rhoda ,  born Apr . 

12 ,  1889;  d ied J ul . 10,  1899.   Mary Ann ,  born Apr . 12 ,  1891.   
 
Wil l iam Q. Lay ,  d ied young;    

John David La y , m. Bessie  Rozen. Children: John David, Jr . ;   George  and 

Mary  (Hunter ) Lay;   

James Robert Lay , m. El la  Davis, chi ldren:  V iolet ,  Robert ,  and Bessie .  

Sarah Jane Lay , m. Joseph T.  Farley. Children: Minnie  and Mary . 

Jesse Lay ,  d ied young,  unmarr ied . 

Lou Cathar ine Lay  m. Frankl in  Derr ick . Children: L inn V. , Vern W. , 

Joseph L. , James , Ethel  and Evan . ~ 

Joseph Lewis Lay , m. Ines Marion  Lay.  Children:  

Al ice Adel , who m. (1) Jess  Hudson, one daughter, Al ice Marie ,  who 

m. George G.  Hal l ,  Jr.  M. (2) Wil l iam F.  Sheehan.  

John Frankl in , who m. Mary L . Golden,  one son, Frankl in D. , who m.  

       Rachel Delphine.  

Jo seph Lewis, Jr. ,  who m. Clare E.  Montgomery.  Children: Josephine 

Ann , Heneretta V. , and Nancy Carol  (Wil l iams ).  

Mary Elnora , who m. Loren Francis Heinle . Children: Lewis A. , Mary 

E., Marjory L. , Elnora G. , Loren Eugene  and Joseph . 

Marion El izabeth , who m. Joe Reditck . Children: John  and David . 

Mi ldred Grace . who m. John Kovacovich . Children: Grace ,_  

       Walter J. ,  and Bil ly Ann .  

Walter , who m. LaVerne  Brumley. Children: David  and Michael Eugene .   

Martha El izabeth Lay ,  died young,  unmarr ied .  

Rhoda Ann Lay  m. Charles  Wel ls , no children  

Mar y Ann Lay  m. Archie Fuque . Children: Ruby , Frank  and Mona  Fuque 

and John Jr . ,  by second marr iage to J. J.  Goodwin.  

 

ELISHA LAY born J u ly 9 , 1849,  (a tw in to El i jah Lay)  marr ied Martha 

Wil l iamson in March 1877,  and El iza Sweat .  They moved to Oklahoma 

and l ived fo r awhi le  in Dewey County.  Ch i ld ren: Wi l l iam , Jack ,  

Ja mes,  El i s ha,  Jr . ,  David ,  Lav isa  and Jane  Lay.   

Wil l iam  Lay  m. Sal ly L indenmood. Children: Oscar , Turley , Fred , Jesse , 

Dennis , Milace , Taylor , Gert rude , Mabel , Lola , Essie , Lou H. , and 

Wanda.   
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David  Lay  m. Violet  Laxton. Children:   

El isha , m. Pearl  Rol l1ns (? ) c hildren: J. D. , Glen  and  Kenneth .  

Curt is , who m. Ora  Blackburn  

Eunice  m. Charles  Plummer  

Jane , who marr ied John  Stevens.  

The marr iages of the other children of Wil l iam  and Sal ly  Lay are:   
Anna , m. Homer  Koker;  Jack , m. Jennie  Beal;   Al l ie  m. James  

Flower;  James  m. Hatt ie  Step;  Lavisa  m. J. J.  El ler ;  Jane  m. 

Wil l iam  Lamber.  

 

DAVID LAY, s on of  John  and Mary Odel l  Lay , was  b .  Apr . 4 ,  1845 - d.  Jul . 

17,  1917 in Baca County,  Colorado.  ~He marr ied An ice El izabeth  

Taylo r Sept . 9,  1866.   She was  b .  on Feb .  24,  1846 - d.  Jun.  4,  1836.  A 

dau ghte r of  J.  M . Taylor  of  Tennessee.   The i r  ch i ld ren were :   
George Wil l iam  Lay , b. Jun. 13, 1867 - d. Oct. 21, 1910;  John D.  Lay , b. 

Mar. 8, 1869 - d. Jul .  27, 1869;  James H.  Lay , b. May 23, 1870;  Cecl ia 

Ann  Lay , b. Mar. 7, 1872;  Lou J.  Lay , b. Aug. 5, 1874;  David L.  Lay , b. 

Dec. 1, 1876;  Thomas J.  Lay , b. Mar. 7 , 1879 - d. Jun.  17, 1882;  L izz ie 

G. Lay , b. Jul .  18, 1884;  Eva Lay , b. Dec. 15, 1886;  Hatt ie  Lay , b. 

Jun. 14, 1889.  
 
Th is  Dav id Lay enl is ted in the Union Army Mar .  10 ,  1862;  Co.  F;  6th . ,  

Reg. ,  Tenn.  Inf .  \ Wa s d ischarged Mar .  24 ,  1865.   He was with G eneral  

Sherman in h is  ce lebrated  "march to the Sea. "   

 

 

FAMILY RECORD 

by Evelea  Myers and Carr ie  Seals  

 

GEORGE WILL LAY, a Medic ine Docto r,  marr i ed Anne E.  Burnet t  in 

December,  1893.  Ch i l d ren: Carr ie ,  Curt is  and M una Eschar  Lay .    
  Carr ie  Lay m . Glen  Seals ,  chi ld ren: Glen ice ,  who  marr ied James  

Hooper and Gi lbert ,  who marr ied Juan ita  Br yant .    
  Curt is  Lay m . (1)  Pearl  Rogers.  Ch i ld ren: Alma , George W.  and Ethel ,  

who marr ied Charles  Newcomb;   
Curt is  Lay marr ied (2)  Bertha  Henneger .  Ch i ldren: Alv in C. ,  Judah ,  

Peggy ,  Norman  and Rober t  Lay .    
 ~Muna Eschar Lay m . Leona  Walker ,  Jan . 9,  1917.  Ch i ld ren:   

Jewel  A .  Lay  m. Fento n  Thurman;   

Homer B. Lay  m. El izabeth  Smith;   

Lona G.  La y m. Charles D.  Hart   

George Anderson  Lay m. Wanda K.  Kerr ,  ch i ld ren: L in da  and John D.  

Lay.  Th is  George Anderson Lay is  a commerc ia l  s ign pa in ter 

in Wi ch i ta,  Kansas .  

Dr.  Wi l l  G.  Lay was k i l led by a t ra in in Knoxv i l le ,  Tennessee;  a 

f r iend,  Fane  Roach was present  to  h is  bed s ide whe n  he d ied .   M una 

Eschar Lay l ived fo r a w h i le  and owned land in Be n t  and Prowers 

Count ies of  Colo rado in 1919.   



145 

 
 
JAMES LAY m. Harr io t t  Stokesberry Nov . 1,  1890.   
 
CECELIA LAY m. James  McNew (dates not  furnished ) 
 

LOUISE T. LAY m. (1)  John  La t t  (2)  George  Sweat ;   
 
DAVID L. LAY m. Bessie  E l l is ,  Apr , 2,  1902 in Dewey Count y ,  Oklahoma 

(See h is  personal  record in Colorado records -  th is  V o lume)  
 
NANCY LAY m. Maynard  Parker;   
 
L IZZIE  LAY m. (1)  Jude  (?)  Nickerson (2)  J im M cNew.  
 
EVA LAY m. Al f red Mel t ebarger  in August  1900.  Ch i ld ren: Ann ie ,  

Mal ice ,  Lula .  David ,  James ,  V ida ,  Wanda,  Iva ,  Ruth ,  Ruby ,  Jean  and 

Odel l .   
 
HATTIE LAY, m. J im  Wil l iams.  (See var ious records of  s t i l l  l i v ing 

re lat ives fo r these famil ies) .   

 

 

 

 

 

JESSE LAY 

of  

C la iborne and Un ion County,  Tennessee  

 

JESSE LAY. B orn about  1798.  Was son of  Dav id  and Mary  Lay of  B ig 

Val ley ,  Tennessee accord ing to re l iable Family Trad i t ion and a 

Personal  Gene a logy of  C la iborne County ,  Tennessee .   He was born of  

the u nion of  "B ig Val ley"  Dav id and M ary Lay and l ived near 

Speedwel l ,  Tennessee where a part  o f  h is  fami ly was born .   We have 

only the record of  two of  h is  marr iages.   That  of  July 13,  1846 to 

Sarah Shelby in Cla iborne County ,  Tennessee .   His  age was 48.   The 

other marr iage to Gel ina Whitehead i n Union County ,  Tennessee ,  

December 3 ,  1870 .   H is  age was 73 years.   She was born in Tennessee.  

His father born in the Carol inas.   Of  the chi ld ren we have the 

fo l lowing as l is ted in h is  fami ly :  Amanda ,  Dav id ,  Louise ,  Chari t y , 

John ,  Sam,  Cathar ine ,  Jesse  Jr . ,  Sal ly ,  Pol ly ,  Conn ie ,  Cal loway , 

Jacob ,  Leonard ,  Isaac ,  Don,  Ben ,  Dovie ,  Berry ,  Wi l l iam ,  Andrew , 

Jack ,  and   Hi ram  Smith  Lay.   The b i r th of  some of  these ch i ld ren  

predate h is  marr iage date .   Probably by a fo rmer marr iage.  (?)   
 
AMANDA LAY marr ied (1)  "Wig"  Mi l le r ;  Ch i ldren: Add ie ,  Anna ,  James  and 

Rufus .  She marr ied (2)  John R id e nhour ;  Ch i ld ren: Howard  and Del l .  
 
DAVID LAY born 1836 ( ?) d ied Sept .  11,  1919.  ( l is ted in the fami ly of  

Jesse Lay ,  see Deat h  Cert . No.  406 -  V i ta l  Records Tennessee)   

He marr ied Cynth ia  Sharp and Mary Jane  Braden.  The ir  ch i ld ren:  
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H i ra m m. Mint  Brewer;  Wm. Jacob  d ied young;  Anna  m. Fate  Ousley ;    

Bet ty  m. Howard R idenhour ; Pearl  m. John  Ousley ;    Lora (Duckey)  

m. J im  Ousley;    Sarah  m. Frank  Burnet te ;    L inda  m. Al ton  Hi l l ;     
A r lene  m. Fate Ousley.  Ch i ld ren: M ayme , L i l l ian ,  Ernest  and 

Forrest .   
 
CHARIOT OR CHARITY LAY marr i ed El i  M i l le r ,  Ch i ld ren: Nina ,  Nancy ,  

Emely ,  El izabeth ,  Charles ,  John ,  Henry ,  Wi l l iam , Pleas  and George .   
 
JOHN W. LAY m. (1)  Kather ine  Har tsock ,  chi ldren: James Pleas ,  m. L i l ly  

Wood;   Wi l l iam W. m. Jul ia  Bond;   Mat t ie  m. Pete r  

Hartsock;   Verd ia  m. Wm Hartsock and J ohn  

McConnel l ;   Carr ie  m. James  Bond;   Sal l ie  m. Hugh 

J .  Hartsock;   Chario t  m. Jack  Dor ton.   
             m.  (2)  Mol ly  Hartsock ,  ch i ldren: Henry K.  m. Sarah  K i lgore;    

El l ie  m. Henr y  Culbertson;   Soph ia  m. Darv is  

Fletcher;  M aude  m. Pat  McConnel l ;   A l ta  m. Horton  

Qui l len;   Charles W. m. Hat t ie  Hi l ton;  Jacob  m. Kate  

Hi l ton;   Louret ta  m. John  Fraz ier ;   Lena  m. Kel ly  

Baker;   Jessie  and Mol ly ,  who both d ied in infancy.   
 

Th is  John W. Lay l ived a nd  d ied in Sco t t  County,  V i rg in ia.   
 
CATHERINE LAY, m. "Bud"  Waggoner,  ch i ld ren: Let ty ,  Elnora ,  Wi l l iam , 

Harr ison  Cindy ,  Terry  and Emil y .   
 
JESSE LAY, JR. (?) born 1841 -  d ied 1935.  Marr ied (1)  El izabeth  Shel ton.  

(2 )  Lody  Brad en.  (3)  Carlyon Moore.  (nee Keck) .   He probably marr ied 

E l izabeth Shof fner .  His  cert i f i cate of  death,  no.  16703.  F i le  No.  15,  

shows his  parents ,  Jesse  and Darcus (Shof fner )  Lay and  h is  age 94 

years ,  on July 24,  1935.   Sharps Chapel ,  Tennessee .  (See his  war 

record ,  No.  3735421,  C iv i l  War,  Un ion Army).   
 
SALLY LAY m. Noah  Lamb;  
 
POLLY LAY m. Fred  Keck;   
 
CONNIE  LAY m. Henry  Keck.   
 
CALLOWAY LAY born in Un ion County,  Tennessee in 1842.   Served in 

un ion Army,  C iv i l  War ,  Co.  B,  1st .  Tenn.  Val .  Inf .  Cal .  Marr ied (1)  

L izz ie  S immor e  (2)  J ane  Howard.   
 
J AKE LAY, marr iage unknown;   
 
LEONARD LAY, cal led "L int "  m . Nancy Jane  Muncy on Dec . 30,  1873.  

The ir  ch i ld ren:   
Jake , m. Lest ie  Mitchel l :  Chi ldren -  Lee ,  Velv ie , Ronnie ,  Oma, 

E lmer .   

Relda , m. Charley  Sharp;   

James , m. Less i e  Hi l l ;    

John , m. V inc ie (?)  Sharp ;    
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Mary Ann , m. Fate  Sharp;   

Rhoda , m. Floyd  Cox; 

Tom, m. Vest ie  Mitchel l ;  the i r  ch i ld ren: Fred ,  R i lda ,  Sal ly  and 

Nancy ;   

Sal ly , m. Charles  Cox;     
Pa tr ick  H. , m. Verg ie  Bays;  the i r  chi ldren -  Anna ,  Dula ,  

Vont i l la ,  Elv in ,  Poley ,  Ralph  and A.  J.  Lay;    
Wi l l i s  L ., m. El izabe th  Cook;  Ch i ld ren: Gold ie  m. Charles  Carr;  

Louel la,  m. Howard Est r idge;   Ruth  m. Donnie  Danie ls ;   Kyle  

m. Hazel  Hol lway;   Delano ,  d ied young;   Kenneth ,  Floyd  and 

Lou Vern ie ,  marr iage unknown.   
Nancy , m. John  Maples;     
N.  E.  "Pola"  Lay , m. El la  Mi l le r .   

  
WILL IAM  LAY m. Sere lda  Sharp on Sept . 28,  1874.  Thei r  ch i ld ren:   

John Jesse ,  unmarr ied;   Cynthia ,  m. John A .  Schof fner ,  the i r  

ch i ld ren: James ,  Wil l iam , T i l lman ,  Jesse ,  Claude ,  Kivet te ,  David  

(he was k i l led by a horse) ,  Ida ,  Flo rence ,  Franc is  and Emma . 

WILL IAM LAY  was k i l led with a r i f le .   
 
ANDREW LAY m. May "Dutch"  Waggoner .  The i r  chi ld ren: ~Mi nnie , m. H.  J.  

Flemmings;   Vesta , m. Nuley  Hurst ;   Moss ie , m. Charley  Smith ;  

Charley , m. L ia l  Hurst .  (Charley was k i l led in a f ight ) ,   A lco , m. 

Mal l ie  Jess ;  Elv i n ,  who d ied unmarr ied   
 
JACK LAY, marr iage unknown;     
 
HIRAM SMITH LAY, p robably s tep - son of  Jesse Lay,  Sr. , and Gel ina 

Whitehead .   He remov ed into Louisv i l le ,  Kentucky.   
 
Other marr iages unknown.  

 

NOTE: Accord ing to the t rad i t ion of  the Sparks Family Assoc iat ion ,  

one Jesse  Lay,  was marr ied to a Vi rg in ia  Sparks,  born between 

1795­1800,  the  daughte r of  Rev .  John  Sparks of  V i rg in ia .  Four 

ch i ld ren were born to them, Jul ia ,  born Apr . 1,  1818;   R i le y ,  born 

1820?;   Wainr ight ,  born  Mar .  3 ,  826;   Mary Ann ,  born Feb 16,  1835.  Jenny  

re ­moved in to Harlan County ,  Ky . ,  on Brownie Crek where they 

mar r ied there,  except  R i ley .  Jul ie  marr ied Barnet t  Arnet t .   Nathan  

Sparks ,  befo re h i s  death ,  s tated that  h is  grand father was Jesse 

Lay of  Tennessee.  (J.G.L. )  
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